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1. General measures of implementation (arts. 4, 42 and 44 (6) CRC)

re b) whether a comprehensive national strategy for children and a corresponding plan or plans of action have been adopted
Strategies and Action Plans of the Federal Länder. 
1. Hesse has developed a Charter for Children’s and Youth Rights which outlines the activities that already exist in the Federal Land regarding the rights under the Convention. On the basis of this analysis, children and juveniles from different age groups were included in an intensive consultation process incorporating a variety of participation formats in order to work out what still needs to be done in order to implement children’s rights in Hesse. Expert organisations, associations, etc., were also consulted within a dialogue forum. The Charter was handed over to the Minister President of Hesse in June 2018.
 Rhineland-Palatinate launched the action programme entitled “Child-friendly Rhineland-Palatinate – Policy for children, with children” as early as 1995. The existing building blocks include an informative website
, a yearly “Children’s Rights Week”, and a symposium held annually and focussing on a different, specific children’s right each time.
2. Schleswig-Holstein launched the Children and Youth Action Plan (KJAP) in 2005, and published reports of the Landtag on the implementation and development of the KJAP 2015 and 2016. 

re e) whether international development aid is provided
Education and youth employment.

3. It was agreed in the G20 Leaders’ Declaration 2017 at the initiative of the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) to promote opportunities and equal participation for women and girls in the digital economy, in particular in low income and developing countries. An ambitious Initiative for Rural Youth Employment was also launched in 2017 as part of the German G20 Presidency in order amongst other things to address the participation and employment promotion of juveniles in agriculture, in value chains and in rural areas with a focus on Africa. Rural youth employment will be anchored more firmly in Germany’s cooperation in future, both conceptually and structurally.
Activities in the framework of the Action Plan “Agents of Change – Children and youth rights in German development cooperation activities”. 
4. German development cooperation makes a variety of contributions in the framework of the Action Plan to protect and promote the rights of children and youth. For example, Germany works to improve health and access to healthcare services for children and youth in its cooperation countries. Germany is committed amongst other things to achieving better healthcare for mothers and newborns, and promotes sex education for juveniles, as well as access to modern family planning methods. By supporting the Gavi Global Immunization Alliance and the multilateral “Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria”, Germany is helping to improve children’s and youth’s access to immunisation and healthcare services.
5. The protection of all children from violence, exploitation and abuse is a central concern of German development cooperation and a priority area within the Action Plan. In addition to implementing measures in partner countries, the introduction of a child protection policy is being examined as part of the Action Plan. This policy would protect children within the sphere of influence of German development cooperation and its institutions.
6. The Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development has been helping since 2014 to counteract the effects of violent conflicts, flight and displacement on children and youth, and the creation of a “lost generation”, as part of the special initiative entitled “Reducing the causes of flight; supporting refugees”. The initiative therefore promotes the following areas, amongst others: education, health (including psychosocial support), poverty reduction, protection against violence, discrimination and exploitation.
7. The “One world – no hunger” special initiative (SEWOH) has taken action against malnutrition in eleven countries since 2014, thus making a significant contribution to the physical and cognitive development of young children in particular. Furthermore, 900,000 farming families are being reached with the support of 14 Green Innovation Centres run by SEWOH by bringing about increases in productivity and income. The project prioritises the social and economic conditions of young people in rural areas.
8. Registration at birth is a central prerequisite for children to protect their rights as guaranteed by the State. Proof of age offers children protection against child marriage, child labour and child trafficking. Germany is therefore supporting statistics authorities in processing data (e.g. in Myanmar and Benin) so that they can be used for example for the healthcare and education systems in the respective countries. Germany is working with its strategically-important partner, the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF). Germany played an active role during the period under report in drawing up UNICEF’s new Strategic Plan, and significantly expanded its financial cooperation with the agency: Germany contributed more than one billion Euros to UNICEF for its project work between 2014 and 2017. UNICEF is also an important partner within Germany itself when it comes to raising public awareness of children’s rights.
Humanitarian assistance abroad.
9. As a signatory to the “Compact for Young People in Humanitarian Action”, Germany has funded various humanitarian projects which ensure children’s participation in project design and implementation and take their vulnerabilities into account. By developing a gender-age-disability marker for humanitarian projects, the Federal Government is working to ensure that greater consideration is given to the capacities and needs of children and young people in humanitarian assistance on the basis of better data.
re g) measures taken to make the principles and provisions of the Convention and its Optional Protocols widely known to adults and children
General measures to make children’s rights known. 
10. For instance, the annual nationwide festival of the Children’s Charity Germany (DKHW), sponsored by the Federal Ministry of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (BMFSFJ) on the occasion of World Children’s Day on 20 September, helps to make children’s rights known. The BMFSFJ is supporting the DKHW projects “Kinderrechteschulen” (Schools on Children’s Rights) and “Goldene Göre” (Golden Brats) in order to make children’s rights known among children. On the Federal Agency for Civic Education’s (BpB) website “Hanisauland”, Children between the age of eight and fourteen experience the basic values of the democratic society. In addition, so-called philosophical salons take place in village and smalltown school libraries. Children in these structurally weak rural areas develop an understanding of reflective and creative acitivities. Baden-Württemberg held a Year of Children’s Rights in 2014 to mark the 25th anniversary of the CRC. Hamburg regularly provides financial support for the World Children’s Festival that is organised on the occasion of the International Day of Children’s Rights. Award ceremonies are another way of raising awareness of children’s rights and their implementation. Lower Saxony, for example, presents the “KinderHabenRechtePreis” (ChildrenHaveRightsPrize) every year, which was awarded for the eleventh time in 2018, and this time was related to art. 12 CRC under the motto “We have a say too!”.
 Among other things, the BpB promotes a child rights film festival which involves juveniles through peer approaches and allows them to acquire media literacy.
Further training programmes for specialist staff in the judiciary and the police. 
11. Courses are regularly offered at the German Judicial Academy which also deal with questions concerning children’s rights. Judges are especially trained in how to deal with the questioning and examination of children, including using examination by video. Further training courses on family law are also offered, highlighting the psychological aspects of questioning in court. Last but not least, awareness-raising on how to deal with the children of quarrelling parents is the subject of conflict resolution programmes that are relevant to custody and access rights cases.
12. Every year, the Federal Office of Justice organises a further training course on the subject of the Hague Convention of 25 October 1980 on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction (Hague Child Abduction Convention) and other regulations contained in international family law.
13. In Baden-Württemberg, questions related to the best interests of the child and aspects of improving protection for children are included in the expanded range of further training courses offered by the Baden-Württemberg judiciary, some of which also include interdisciplinary conferences jointly held with the Ministry for Social Affairs and Integration. Baden-Württemberg’s judiciary launched a further training offensive on criminal law relating to young people in 2018. The goal is both to improve the initial qualification, and to promote an intensive exchange between practitioners in criminal law relating to young people.

14. In Hamburg, Police Service Regulation (Polizeidienstvorschrift – PDV) No. 350, which bindingly regulates day-to-day police work, contains amongst other things provisions concerning how to carry out interviews and examinations with children, deal with risks to the welfare of children, and with children affected by violence in relationships. The contents of PDV 350 are also taught to all police officers as part of their basic and advanced training, as well as in the context of periodic and standard service training. The police deploy specially-trained officers to deal with cases related to juveniles and violence in relationships. There are large numbers of training activities for judges and public prosecutors in Hesse on the rights of the child. For example, the Land organises its own annual training courses for judges on issues including the law of parent and child in general, the consequences of separation and divorce for children, contact arrangements, dealing with quarrelling parents, adoption, and child hearings. Hesse has also been offering further training on how to deal with unaccompanied minor refugees since 2016. The Land furthermore organises interdisciplinary further training courses on violence in the family, combating child pornography and the protection of minors in the media.
15. Lower Saxony plans and implements basic and further training modules for prison officers, based on the evaluated and anticipated needs of the prisons. The prisons can furthermore plan and carry out their own specific additional activities.
16. North Rhine-Westphalia regularly offers further training on how to deal with children and juveniles, as well as on legal issues affecting children and juveniles, including for judges, public prosecutors, senior judicial officers, social workers, social educationalists and psychologists, as well as educators working in prisons. The conferences often include a focus on family law and/or criminal law.
17. Schleswig-Holstein offers further training to youth and family court judges on a regular basis. In recent years, for example, there have been further training events run by the Land itself, including on examining children in family court proceedings, and on criminal law relating to young people, as well as a specialist symposium focusing on the issue of endangering the best interests of the child. Further training on the “alternating model”, on the effects of traumatisation on the statements of those concerned, and on examining children and juveniles in criminal proceedings, is planned to take place in 2018.
Further training programmes for education professionals. 
18. The youth migration organisations are obliged in terms of the principles underlying the programme to continuously train their staff (around 900 salaried education professionals and well over 600 externals), and to sensitise them to issues of child protection and child welfare.

19. In Berlin and Brandenburg, the Berlin-Brandenburg Social Educational Training Institute (SFBB) offers further training for youth welfare specialists such as social educationalists and educators. Seminars, workshops and symposia are held for various aspects of youth welfare work at which the content of the CRC is conveyed either as a focal topic or in relation to legal or methodological content. In 2017, the SFBB organised a symposium on the participation of children and juveniles in the context of planning educational assistance. The further training work additionally focuses on systematic skill-building among “newcomers” from the regional services of the youth welfare offices, attended by almost 100 social educationalists every year.
20. A qualification format has been developed in Hesse for the target group of specialists and teachers in child day care facilities, primary schools and in-home child day care which explicitly deals with children’s rights, and in particular with the right to participation.
 These activities are supported by a pilot project carried out in cooperation with the German Society for the Protection of Children, Gießen branch, for child day care facilities for children. The aim is to communicate children’s rights in a practical and targeted manner, and to implement them at local level. Materials are developed specifically for the age group of children who have not yet learned to read.

21. The annual further training programme in Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania offers employees of the child and youth welfare service, and their specialist partners for all areas of child and youth welfare, the opportunity to address children’s rights and enhance their skills on specific topics. Interdisciplinary events – such as the annual child and youth protection conference – help to promote cooperation between the different sectors.
22. Regular further training courses are offered in North Rhine-Westphalia for multipliers and specialists in child day care with a focus on protection and participation rights.
23. Various further training activities focussing on participation are being implemented in Schleswig-Holstein. The 11th Annual Skill-building Weekend for members of municipal children’s and youth organisations in the Land took place in 2018. The 8th series of training courses for specialists in child and youth participation starts in Schleswig-Holstein in 2019. A biennial Land Youth Congress for 80 juveniles from residential educational assistance and 30 accompanying specialists for the further development of participation and complaint procedures in home placement institutions has been held since 2012. Two six-module training series lasting three days each were offered in 2014 and 2017, training attendees to become child and youth participation experts in residential educational assistance.

Further training programmes for health professionals. 
24. Aspects of the best interests of the child and children’s rights form part and parcel of regular further training in the public health service in Baden-Württemberg. The Convention is also always in the spotlight when it comes to further training for specialists in the adoption services.
25. The Chambers of Physicians and Psychotherapists in Hamburg offer ongoing training courses on child protection, e.g. on domestic violence, social security, early support available in gynaecological and paediatric practices, on sexual abuse or in dealing with refugee children or the consequences of war. Starting from the Institute for Forensic Medicine at Hamburg-Eppendorf University Clinic, further training courses on the protection of children are regularly held at hospitals to sensitise doctors to recognise victims of violence. A large number of further training courses are also available for specialists in social work. Specific training courses for employees in accommodations for refugees aim to raise awareness of the needs of vulnerable groups such as children.

Media commitment to raising awareness of the Convention in a manner appropriate for children. 
26. The KiKA children’s channel that is run by the ARD and ZDF television stations focused in November 2017 on the topic “Respect for my rights! – Living together”. As part of KiKA’s topical focus for 2014, there were large numbers of programmes, background information and teaching materials for children, parents and teachers on the subject of children’s rights.
 The BMFSFJ published the brochure entitled “Children’s Rights. Explained in simple words by logo!”, together with the ZDF.
27. The Bavarian Broadcasting Corporation (BR) is raising public awareness of children’s right to protection, support and participation through various contributions, for example broadcasting the “Klaro-Kindernachrichten” (news for children). The “radioMikro” radio programme has also featured a regular children’s rights programme on the Day of Children’s Rights in recent years.
28. The South West Broadcasting Corporation (SWR) has dealt with the Convention in a manner suitable for children in various formats and projects in recent years. Amongst other things, information on the Convention is available on the “SWR Kindernetz” web portal. The multimedia teaching services of “Planet Schule”, the joint Internet service of the schools television run by SWR and the West German Broadcasting Corporation (WDR), also deal with the topic of children’s rights.
29. The WDR presented its twelfth Children’s Rights Award in 2018, worth a total of EUR 5,500. The prize is aimed at individuals, groups and institutions in the broadcast area who have set an example for the implementation of the Convention in Germany or abroad. In addition to the jury made up of representatives of large children’s organisations such as UNICEF or the German Child Protection Association (DKSB), there has been a children’s jury since 2000 enjoying the same rights and consisting of children aged between eight and twelve.
 In addition, the WDR also repeatedly takes up the topic of children’s rights in the WDR’s children’s programming (e.g. in the formats “neuneinhalb”, “Sendung mit der Maus” and “Sendung mit dem Elefanten”).
30. Children’s rights are also addressed in practical media education where educationalists make sure that children are aware of their rights. For example, the Klick-Tipps portal from jugendschutz.net addresses this topic and refers to age-appropriate websites. The portal is supported by the South West Media Skills Foundation and the BMFSFJ.
3. General principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12)

re a) non-discrimination (art. 2)

Overarching measures of the Federation. 
31. The Federal Anti-Discrimination Agency (ADS) has implemented various measures to prevent discrimination against children. For example, it organised the youth competition “Rassismus nicht mit mir” (Racism? You’re barking up the wrong tree here!) in the Theme Year Against Racism 2014, and published the information flyer “Du darfst rein – gegen Rassismus an der Clubtür” (You can come in – Bouncing racism right out of our clubs), which targets juveniles. The brochure entitled “Protection against Discrimination in Germany. A Guide for Refugees and New Immigrants” (2016) explains in simple language what discrimination is, what legal handholds are available to combat discrimination, and provides information on support and assistance services in German and nine other languages. The ADS held workshops with textbook publishers to raise awareness of the issue of “discrimination in textbooks”. Together with the Cornelsen publishing house, the ADS organised the “fair@school” competition for schools for the first time in 2017, which awards prizes to projects aimed at preventing discrimination in schools.
 The practical guide entitled “Recognising and avoiding discrimination in schools” (2018) analyses the potential for discrimination and the effects of discrimination in schools, and uses recommendations for action and practical examples to show how schools can sustainably promote diversity.
32. Following the conclusion of the previous federal programmes PROMOTING TOLERANCE – STRENGTHENING COMPETENCE and STRENGTHENING DEMOCRACY INITIATIVE (which ran from 2011 to 2014), the Federal Government has been supporting civic engagement and democratic conduct at municipal, Länder and federal level since 2015 with the federal programme by the name of “Living Democracy! For a diverse, non-violent and democratic society”. The target groups of the federal programme include children and juveniles, their parents, relatives and other persons close to them, volunteers, part-time and full-time youth welfare workers, multipliers as well as state and civil society stakeholders. “Living democracy!” also encourages juveniles to participate. For example, in order to boost young people’s participation in “Partnerships for Democracy”, youth forums have been set up that are organised and managed by juveniles themselves. Separate funding is made available to the youth forums so that they can implement their own measures.
33. The federal “Living Democracy!” programme was further developed in 2017, and more programme areas were introduced, including democracy promotion in education. The legislature adopting the budget has made EUR 120.5 million available for the federal programme as a whole for 2018. Funding for the programme rose steadily from 2015 to 2018.
Measures against discrimination based on displacement and migration, and in support of children in disadvantaged situations.

34. The youth migration services, which are promoted by the BMFSFJ, were opened up from the beginning of 2017 onwards in all locations to provide counselling and guidance to young refugees (aged from 12-27) who are legally resident in Germany or who have been granted temporary suspension of deportation (Duldung) here. This also counteracts discrimination by making it easier for them to gain access to school and training.
35. A handbook was published in Bavaria to support specialist educational staff in dealing with children who have experienced displacement. Children with a migration background receive support as part of the “Vorkurs Deutsch” (Preliminary course in German) promotional activities. Socially-disadvantaged schoolchildren and those who suffer from individual impairments have been given targeted support in close cooperation with the municipalities since 2002 through the state support programme for youth social work in schools. Young people with a migration and refugee background also benefit from the secondary preventive, low-threshold approach. The youth social work in schools youth welfare-orientated approach had benefited the target group in around 1,250 schools by August 2018. Socially-disadvantaged young people also receive support as they make the transition from school to work. On the basis of the support programme entitled “Youth Social Work Related to the World of Work”, the Land offers a high-quality range of successful holistic skill-building and training projects, particularly in youth workshops. The service is also aimed at young asylum-seekers with “recognised” status, as well as at asylum-seekers who have permission to reside or an employment permit, provided that they have sufficient language skills.
36. Rhineland-Palatinate has expanded the promotion of the “Nobody gets left behind” learning mentor networks in order to improve the integration and educational support of primary school children in disadvantaged situations. More than 540 volunteer learning mentors are now actively helping 580 children in 172 of the Land’s primary schools. The contribution to development promotion caters to both cognitive as well as to emotional and social aspects. This makes the learning mentor projects good practical examples of the implementation of children’s rights and the facilitation of equal opportunities in the Land.

37. Hamburg has launched a programme to develop new cooperation for youth welfare work in schools. The programme’s aim is to promote, through cooperation, equal opportunities for all children and juveniles, especially those from high-risk families, and to enable them to play an active part in society. This has involved developing social and school educational services and making progress in inspiring commitment to cooperation between the school and youth welfare systems. As a contribution towards reducing inequalities and creating equal health opportunities, the project known as “With Migrants, for Migrants” (MiMi) in Hamburg trains committed migrants, in cooperation with healthcare experts, to become mediators who hold information events in 16 different mother tongues on the most important topics related to health prevention, including on the take-up of screening examinations. The knowledge that is passed on via the mediators benefits all immigrants, thus including children and juveniles.
Measures against discrimination based on gender or sexual orientation.
38. On the annual campaign days, namely Girls’Day (since 2001) and Boys’Day, girls and boys, respectively, are offered taster internships in professions and courses of study which they are less likely to consider. Gender-sensitive skill-building for teachers and information and involvement of parents to promote a cliché-free choice of occupation and study subjects are also important aspects here. The “My testing ground” website
 offers children and juveniles of all genders an online platform on which to express their views on gender issues and intersectional perspectives on gender-related questions, as well as to discuss them with one another. Specialists are brought into contact with the products via social media, and are also informed about gender-sensitive educational methods.
39. The National Cooperations for non-Gender-Typical Career and Study Choices provide all parties involved in the career selection process with various offers online, such as information materials and aids and examples of good practice for stereotype-free career orientation.

40. The BMFSFJ has introduced a wide array of measures to reduce discrimination against lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex people. These include an informative flyer for the relatives of transsexual and intersexual children and a guide for counselling centres, as well as a stock-take of the support and counselling needs of intersexual children and their relatives. The need for legislation on variations in gender characteristics and gender identity was analysed in two research reports that were commissioned by the BMFSFJ. In order to close the knowledge gap on LGBTIQ juveniles’ situations, coming-out processes and experiences of discrimination, the BMFSFJ commissioned the study entitled “So you’re out? – What now?”, that was drawn up by the German Youth Institute (DJI). The representative study, which was published in 2015, shows very clearly, amongst other things, that those affected experience discrimination, exclusion and violence in various areas of their lives, based on their sexual orientation or gender identity. The BMFSFJ is currently developing an online information portal which will make knowledge on the subject available and provide information on advice and support services throughout Germany.
41. Over and above this, twelve activities are being supported by the BMFSFJ’s federal programme entitled “Living Democracy!” which contribute amongst other things to the acceptance of same-sex, transsexual and inter-sex lifestyles, help to reduce prejudice against these groups, and are directed against discrimination and violence on the basis of gender, gender identity and sexual orientation.
42. In 2017, Hesse adopted the Hesse Action Plan for Acceptance and Diversity, developed jointly with the LGBTIQ community in Hesse. The plan includes numerous measures aimed at reducing discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity. This also involves providing project funding of roughly EUR 500,000 per year.
43. In Rhineland-Palatinate, the Land Action Plan entitled “Rhineland-Palatinate under the rainbow” is intended amongst other things to combat discrimination against LGBTIQ children, for example through child day care centre toolboxes for diversity of family types and lifestyles in child day care facilities; primary school toolboxes for diversity of family types and lifestyles in schools; further training for specialists from all regular facilities; counselling for parents and relatives of transident and intersexual children; sensitising doctors and hospitals for the concerns of transident and intersexual children.
44. The Land programme for acceptance and diversity was adopted in Thuringia in 2018. The programme was developed as part of an intensive dialogue with civil society stakeholders, and primarily aims to provide information about, and sensitise people to, the diversity of sexual orientations, gender identities and individual lifestyles, and thus to reduce the potential for discrimination.
Measures against discrimination on grounds of disability.
45. The “Jakob Muth Award for Inclusive Schooling” (see Third and Fourth reports
) for schools which provide joint schooling in an exemplary manner for children with and without disabilities was revised in 2017/2018. The new project phase will start in the autumn of 2018 with the call for entries, followed in 2019 by the award ceremony and a Jakob Muth Congress. The prize will once more be awarded annually after that.
46. All the Federal Länder have adopted action plans or plans of measures for the implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. There have been new developments in this respect in some of the Federal Länder.
47. Berlin fleshed out in May 2015 the ten disability-policy guidelines that had been adopted in 2011 with the aim in mind of sustainably implementing the Disabilities Convention by 2020, and bindingly instructed the Senate departments to implement the guidelines under their own responsibility by 2020.
48. Thuringia decided to revise the Thuringian Action Plan that had been adopted in 2012 in order to implement the Convention by the end of 2018. The Land’s future Action Plan also includes explicit measures to improve the living and participation conditions of children and juveniles with disabilities.
49. Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania has evaluated the Land’s Action Plan on the implementation of the Convention from 2013 in 2017, and will be updating it. The plan contains a number of measures ensuring that children with disabilities can live and learn together on an inclusive basis on equal terms with other children.
50. In North Rhine-Westphalia, the special interests of children and juveniles with disabilities were enshrined in section 4 of the Land’s Inclusion Principles Act (Inklusionsgrundsätzegesetz – IGG NRW) in order to do justice to them. The subject is the participation of children and juveniles with disabilities, as well as making sure that appropriate precautions are taken to prevent discrimination and enable equal participation in society.
re b) the best interests of the child (art. 3)

51. The appeal that is available as a preventive measure in excessively-long proceedings in parent-and-child cases concerning the residence, the right of access to or surrender of the child, as well as in proceedings on grounds of endangerment of the best interests of the child, is linked to the priority and acceleration requirement that is already in force in these proceedings (section 155 subsection (1) of the Act on Procedure in Family Matters and Non-Contentious Matters [Gesetz über das Verfahren in Familiensachen und in den Angelegenheiten der freiwilligen Gerichtsbarkeit – FamFG]). Parties can assert the violation of this requirement directly in the proceedings with the newly-provided objection for expedited proceedings (section 155b of the Act). The court must deal directly with the duration of the proceedings in an order in response to the objection. The parties are entitled to complain against this ruling (complaint for expedited proceedings, section 155c of the Act). If the court hearing the complaint finds that there has been a violation of the principle of priority and expedited proceedings, the court of first instance must prioritise the proceedings, and must expedite them without undue delay, taking into account the legal assessment of the court hearing the complaint. This makes it possible, in relevant cases, to expedite the proceedings where needed, and to prevent the mere delay in the proceedings from creating a fait accompli which is not readily compatible with the best interests of the child.
re d) respect for the views of the child (art. 12)
Measures taken by the Federation to enhance (youth) participation.

52. The BMFSFJ has been implementing the youth strategy “Creating a society fit for young people to live in” since 2015. The aim of this strategy is to create a society that involves the younger generation in decisions that affect them and offers them good conditions to meet the challenges that they face during their youth. Nationwide projects for the further development, skill-building and implementation of participation are being implemented within the youth strategy.
 In addition, youth participation is regarded as a basic requirement for the nationwide “Youth-friendly Municipalities” process, as well as for projects funded by the Innovation Fund of the Federation’s Children and Youth Plan. The BMFSFJ’s Youth and Politics Conferences, thematic youth workshops, and youth conferences on the youth strategy also give young people a voice. The Coalition Agreement provides for the continuation of the stand-alone youth policy and the development of a Joint Youth Strategy of the Federal Government. The aim is to be to raise awareness of youth policy issues in policy measures and to strengthen the participation of young people at all levels.
53. The Federal Government is supporting the “U 18 Wahl” election project for the under-18s, which aims to ensure that they vote in specially set up polling stations in the run-up to European, Bundestag and Land elections. The parties’ manifestos are discussed together with the children as part of the process. The results of these (fictitious) elections are collected and published.

Participation in municipal affairs. 
54. At municipal level, some of the Länder have created regulations on the participation of children and juveniles in municipal affairs, for example in the Municipal Codes (Gemeindeordnungen) (see table). The regulatory content of these provisions varies from one Land to another, so that the participation of children and juveniles in planning and projects affecting their interests is mandatory in some cases, whilst in others the municipalities are given (intended) discretion in this respect. 

	Land
	Provision
	Wording

	Baden-Württemberg
	Section 41a of the Municipal Code (GemO BW)
	“(1) The municipality is to appropriately involve children, and must appropriately involve juveniles, in plans and projects that affect their interests. The municipality shall develop suitable participation procedures for this purpose. The municipality may, in particular, establish a council for youth affairs or another representation for young people. […]

(2) Juveniles may apply for the establishment of a representation for young people. […]

(3) The rules of procedure shall regulate attendance by members of the representation for young people at the meetings of the municipal council in youth-related matters; in particular, they shall provide for the right to speak, the right to be heard and the right to propose motions. […]”

	Brandenburg
	Section 18a of the Municipal Code (BbgKVerf)
	(1) The municipality guarantees children and juveniles rights to participation and involvement in in all municipality matters affecting them.
(2) The main statute determines which forms of autonomous involvement of children and juveniles in the municipality are being created. Children and juveniles are to be involved appropriately in the development of these forms.
(3) The municipal council may appoint a commissioner for the affairs of children and juveniles. Section 18 subsection 3 applies to the commissioner accordingly.
(4) In the implementation of plans and projects, which affect the interests of children and juveniles, the municipality is to note in an adequate manner, how it conducted the participation according to subsection 1..

	Bremen
	Section 15d of the Constitution of the City of Bremerhaven (Verfassung für die Stadt Bremerhaven – VerfBrhv)
	“Children and juveniles must be appropriately involved in plans and projects of the city which affect their interests, over and above the participation of the residents provided for in the present Constitution.”

	Hamburg
	Section 33 of the District Administration Act (Bezirksverwaltungsgesetz – BezVG)
	“The district office must involve children and juveniles in an appropriate manner in plans and projects that affect their interests. The district office shall develop suitable procedures for this purpose.”

	Hesse
	Section 4c of the Hesse Municipal Code (HGO)
	“The municipality is to involve children and juveniles in an appropriate manner in plans and projects that affect their interests. For this purpose, the municipality is to develop and implement appropriate procedures over and above the participation of the residents provided for in this Act.”

	Lower Saxony
	Section 36 of the Lower Saxony Municipal Constitution Act (Niedersächsisches Kommunalverfassungsgesetz – NkomVG)
	“Municipalities and joint municipalities are to appropriately involve children and juveniles in planning and projects that affect their interests. For this purpose, the municipalities and joint municipalities are to develop and implement suitable procedures over and above the participation of the residents provided for in this Act.”

	North Rhine-Westphalia
	Section 27a of the Municipal Code (GO NRW)
	“The municipality may set up special representations or appoint commissioners to assert the specific interests of senior citizens, juveniles, people with disabilities or other groups within society. […]”

	Rhineland-Palatinate
	Section 16 c of the Municipal Code (GemO RP)
	“The municipality is to involve children and juveniles in an appropriate manner in plans and projects that affect their interests. For this purpose, the municipality is to develop and implement appropriate procedures over and above the participation of the residents provided for in this Act.”

	Saarland
	Section 49a of the Local Self-Government Act (Kommunalselbstverwaltungsgesetz – KSVG)
	“(1) The municipalities can involve children and juveniles in an appropriate way in planning and projects that affect their interests.
(2) Committees can be established for juveniles for this purpose. Further details shall be determined by the bodies by statute, in particular rules on composition, election, term of office, legal status, working methods and remuneration shall be laid down.
(3) Children can be involved through custodians who work together with them and are to be appointed by the municipality.”

	Saxony
	Section 47a of the Saxon Municipal Code (Sächsische Gemeindeordnung – SächsGemO)
	“The municipality is to involve children and juveniles in an appropriate manner in plans and projects that affect their interests. The municipality is to develop and implement suitable procedures for this purpose.”

	Saxony-Anhalt
	Section 80 of the Municipal Constitution Act (Kommunalverfassungsgesetz – KVG LSA)
	“The municipalities are to appropriately involve children and juveniles, senior citizens, people with disabilities, immigrants and other groups within society in plans and projects that affect their specific interests. Appropriate procedures can be developed for this purpose, advisory boards can be formed or commissioners can be appointed.”

	Schleswig-Holstein
	Section 47f of the Municipal Code (GO SH)
	“(1) The municipality must involve children and juveniles in an appropriate manner in plans and projects that affect their interests. To this end, the municipality must develop suitable procedures over and above the participation of the residents in accordance with sections 16a to 16f.
(2) When carrying out plans and projects affecting the interests of children and juveniles, the municipality must provide appropriate evidence of how it has taken those interests into account and implemented the participation in accordance with subsection (1).”


Further measures by the Federal Länder to implement children’s right to respect for their views. 
55. Five out of the seven district offices in Hamburg have reached an agreement on the application of section 33 of the District Administration Act (BezVG), in which, amongst other things, planning areas are identified where the views of young people in particular must be taken into account. This includes the design of public spaces (urban and traffic planning). The specific space requirements of children and juveniles are therefore given special consideration in development planning, for example by legally securing areas for child day care centres, primary schools, secondary schools and sports and leisure facilities. Public playgrounds and football fields are established in the immediate residential and neighbourhood environment, as well as in important public spaces and parks. Suggestions from children and juveniles for needs-based planning and design are incorporated in zoning plan proceedings at an early stage wherever possible. Child and youth participation is carried out within suitable projects, in particular in major planning projects.
56. North Rhine-Westphalia supports the development and implementation of an independent, outreach youth policy by the central regional child and youth welfare funding institutions. Together with the promotion of projects for children and youth participation, around EUR 1.5 million is made available annually for this purpose within the framework of the child and youth promotion plan. In 2014, North Rhine-Westphalia created the “NRW Service Agency for Children and Youth Participation”, a structure that advises and supports children and juveniles, persons with political responsibility and specialists in child and youth welfare work in setting up municipal child and youth committees. Children and juveniles in around 120 towns and communities in North Rhine-Westphalia can have a say on youth-related issues within youth committees in local politics. As part of the project entitled “More freedom for children – a win-win situation for everyone”, a total of 22 municipalities in the Land have developed their own municipal concepts in order to take children’s interests into account on a long-term basis in urban and transport planning.
 For example, children were involved in planning play areas, and participation formats were enshrined in planning processes.

57. A “Regional Centre for Youth and Municipalities” was established in Saxony-Anhalt in 2017 which advises and supports the participation of children and juveniles at municipal level. As part of the Land project entitled “Youth Makes the Future”, the child and youth policy programme has been decisively influenced by children and juveniles since 2015.
58. Joint elections of municipal representations for children and for young people were held in Schleswig-Holstein for the first time in Germany in 2017 on the basis of section 47f of the Municipal Code. 26 of the some 60 representations for young people in the Land took part.
59. In Thuringia, an interdisciplinary working group is drawing up the “Land strategy for co-determination” on the basis of a resolution that was passed by the Landtag on 28 September 2017 in order to improve the opportunities for co-determination in the settings in which young people live. Approximately 20 different participation committees have already been formed in the territorial administrative authorities of the Land, in which committed children and juveniles can help shape their town or municipality, and thus influence their local environment, by inputting their own project ideas. The committees have been supervised by the Ministry responsible for youth since 2013. The next goal is to establish a Thuringian umbrella association in order to promote networking between the individual committees.
Consideration of children’s views in early childhood education.
60. In accordance with section 1 subsection (3), sentence 3, of the Ordinance on the Implementation of the Bavarian Child Education and Care Act (AVBayKiBiG), all children in government-funded child day care facilities in Bavaria are supported in exercising their rights to self-determination, co-determination and participation in structural decisions, as well as in their right to complain in matters affecting them personally by means of suitable participation procedures that are firmly integrated into the everyday life of the facility.
61. The participation rights of children in Schleswig-Holstein are anchored in the Child Day Care Centres Act (Kindertagesstättengesetz – KiTaG SH). Participation as a pedagogical principle runs through the entire everyday life of the child day care centres. Schleswig-Holstein started the sustainable implementation of participation in the 60 child day care facilities that are run by the German National Society for Worker Welfare (AWO), as well as in four cooperating child day care centres of the German Child Protection Association and Caritas, in early 2014.
62. In Thuringia, participation and participation rights in child day care facilities are anchored in the Thuringian Child Day Care Act (Thüringer Kindertagesbetreuungsgesetz – ThürKitaG), so that children have the right to appoint a person enjoying their trust when it comes to shaping their everyday lives. In addition, appropriate procedures are to be established for participation, and complaints made possible.
Participation in child and youth welfare facilities.
63. A large number of youth welfare facilities in Bavaria have already introduced a variety of participation structures. Proof of adequate participation structures is also a prerequisite for granting an operating permit. A Landesheimrat (Council at Land level representing the interests of those in institutions of residential educational assistance), which is funded as a model by the Bavarian State Ministry for Family Affairs, Labour and Social Affairs (StMAS), became fully operational in 2013. It is provided with a support structure at Land level. The Landesheimrat is elected by the children and juveniles (council members) from Bavarian residential facilities at the annual meetings held in Ipsheim. A study financed by the Bavarian Land Youth Welfare Office found that successful everyday participation empowers and motivates young people in residential facilities to engage in the overall theme of participation, and that the level of everyday participation in facilities with group spokespersons is significantly higher than in those without structurally-embedded councils.

64. Hesse promotes the participation of juveniles in youth welfare facilities. An annual event lasting several days has been taking place for more than 20 years in the Land Youth Welfare Office for the further training of group spokespersons and educational specialists, at which the Landesheimrat is also elected. In addition, a working group made up of educational specialists has been formed in Hesse which advocates the implementation of participation concepts in facilities.

4. Civil rights and freedoms (arts. 7, 8 and 13-17)

re g) access to information from a diversity of sources and protection from material harmful to a child’s well-being (art. 17)
65. The Initiative Office “Growing up healthily with the media”, which is sponsored by the BMFSFJ, supports educational professionals and parents, and makes information from media education available in a bundled, comprehensible form on the website “Growing up healthily with the media”. The Initiative Office advises experts and local stakeholders at online conferences on how to establish local networks to promote media literacy.

66. The BMFSFJ-funded project “Child Protection and Children’s Rights in a Digital World” analyses the consequences of the digitalisation of the settings in which children and juveniles live with a view to child protection, and develops strategies for the implementation of the CRC with a concrete connection to the digital transformation which our society is undergoing.

67. The projects and initiatives entitled “Active youth protection”, “Look what your children are doing!” (see also Ch. 10) and “klicksafe” are being continued.

68. Brandenburg introduced a new basic media education curriculum in the school sector which has been integrated into the framework curricula providing a very sound basis for protection against the dangers associated with media use for school pupils. The promotion of media literacy in this sense is given an appropriate place in teacher training.

69. The “DigiKids” pilot project, which has been running in Hesse since 2017, trains children and juveniles in media literacy. The aim is to enable children from kindergarten age onwards to move confidently in digital settings. At the same time, DigiKids intends to maintain, strengthen and further develop children’s connection to the analogue world, and to involve parents and educators in this process. The Land Government and the Landtag have set up websites that are suitable for children and young people.

70. In North Rhine-Westphalia, the Expert Centre for Youth Media Culture has been offering a central project since 2016 known by the name of “Youth hacks NRW – Hello World”. This is an educational service of youth media work that imparts media literacy and social responsibility in the digital world via technical access. The Medienpass NRW (now the Media Literacy Framework) has been established in the Land since 2012, and is intended to enable all children and juveniles to deal with media in a safe, creative and responsible manner as well as obtaining comprehensive media literacy, and to provide basic training in information technology. The media literacy framework is mandatory at school, and can also be applied in extracurricular education.

5. Violence against children (arts. 19, 24 (3), 28 (2), 34, 37 (a) and 39)

re a) Protection against violence, abuse and neglect (art. 19)

Preventing and combating violence against children. 
71. A joint concept to boost child protection in the Land was signed with the municipal association in Baden-Württemberg in December 2017. The aim is to support the youth welfare offices in refining their child protection procedures. The new child protection concept is made up of four building blocks. A needs assessment regarding child protection procedures in the Land carried out by specialists and managers in the youth welfare offices (first component) is used as a basis on which to develop working aids (second component). All youth welfare offices are offered the opportunity to review and optimise their child protection structures and processes at grassroots level with the aid of a team of experts (third component – quality development). As a fourth component, the further training programme on the subject of child protection will be expanded and further developed, particularly with specialists in social services in mind. In addition, guidelines for action are to be published in order to support institutions funding child day care facilities in drawing up child protection concepts.
72. Thuringia has been promoting an expert centre for cooperation and quality development in child protection in the medical sector at a large hospital since 2018 as part of a four-year pilot project. This specialist unit is intended to upgrade cooperation where healthcare meets youth welfare work.

73. The Youth Welfare Inspectorate has been in existence in Hamburg since January 2013 as a supervisory instrument in youth welfare work, operating as a specialist authority. The Youth Welfare Inspectorate has a political mandate to ensure and further develop the quality of educational aids as well as of child protection, and to increase specialists’ individual security with regard to actions and procedures. It is intended to ensure compliance with legal, technical and documentary standards, and to provide information on the factors that promote or inhibit good work in terms of educational aids and child protection at the level of the General Social Services. The Youth Welfare Inspectorate carries out scheduled as well as more deliberately-targeted checks for this purpose. In order to be able to do optimal justice to the statutory protection mandate of the youth welfare office, the General Social Service has been better staffed as a basic service of the youth welfare offices as the result of a personnel assessment that was completed in 2015. The public youth welfare service in Hamburg furthermore works according to a certified quality management system. The defined work processes comply with international standards.

Measures undertaken by the Federal Länder to raise awareness and provide training to protect children from violence. 
74. The guide entitled “Child Protection in Low-Threshold Child and Youth Welfare Work – Implementation of the Protection Mandate in the Event of Endangerment of the Child’s Best Interests and Reviewing the Personal Suitability of Specialists” was published in Baden-Württemberg in October 2016. In addition, summarising, for specific sectors, instructions on agreements on the protection mandate of child and youth welfare in accordance with sections 8a subsection (4) and 72a of Book VIII of the Social Code (SGB VIII) with funding institutions of facilities and services in child and youth welfare, youth social work, as well as educational child and youth protection, were revised in 2013 and 2014 in accordance with sections 11-15 of Book VIII of the Social Code. Child protection was dealt with at the annual conferences on social work in schools, and is a conceptual component of the events entitled “New to social work in schools?” for newcomers to this field of work and “Successfully organising social work in primary schools”. An additional event on the topic of “The protection mandate in social work in schools/in cooperation with schools” is planned to take place in 2018.

75. The Bavarian Out-patient Clinic for Child Protection was set up in Bavaria as part of the Overall Bavarian Concept for Child Protection, with the support and assistance of the State Government, at the Institute for Forensic Medicine of the Ludwig Maximilian University in Munich (LMU). Its main purpose is to provide specialists from youth welfare offices, as well as physicians, with sound advice on what to do if they suspect child abuse, and to instil confidence in them when it comes to dealing with potential risks to child welfare. The tasks of the forensic specialists at the Bavarian Out-patient Clinic for Child Protection also include holding interdisciplinary skill-building and further training events. This is also intended to ensure that competent contact persons for child protection issues are available at local level in Bavarian hospitals, who can themselves act as multipliers and establish internal structures for carrying out child protection work in their own clinics, e.g. child protection groups. Bavaria has already established child protection groups at 20 clinics throughout the Land, and more are being set up.

76. More than 40 experienced youth welfare specialists are trained in Berlin every year at the Berlin-Brandenburg Social Educational Training Institute on certified courses intended to train “specialists with experience in child protection in accordance with section 8a of Book VIII of the Social Code”. The aim of the further training is to impart the necessary knowledge and confidence to specialists so that they can recognise specific forms of endangerment of child welfare, their causes, the dynamics of parent-child relationships, and how to tackle transference. The experts are trained to use tools and strategies enabling them to work out appropriate solutions with parents and children (taking into account the participation of children and juveniles in the assistance process). They are familiarised with the assistance that is available, as well as with the tasks and boundaries of the requesting institution and the various facilities providing assistance in the regional network.

77. Hamburg holds special events for all specialists in social work on the topics of “Protection against violence, abuse and neglect”, “Protection against sexual exploitation and sexual abuse”, and “Protection against child trafficking, child prostitution and child pornography”. A series of compulsory further training courses on these topics and on the Convention as a whole are specifically organised for newly-qualified staff in the General Social Service of the youth welfare offices. School staff (with a focus on primary schools) can also gain more comprehensive qualifications in child protection.

78. Hesse offers training courses for social work professionals on protection against violence in order to improve and consolidate confidence in child and youth welfare as well as other professions with regard to court proceedings and legal requirements (procedural law, distribution of roles, data protection), in addition to the appropriate representation of minors in court (advocate for the child). Multidisciplinary further training events were offered at Frankfurt am Main Higher Regional Court in 2017 and 2018, targeting social work professionals, the judiciary and legal counsel.

79. In Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, specialists working in child day care facilities and child day carers have the opportunity to attend training courses on specific topics as a matter of principle. In addition, the specialist and practical counselling services as well as the youth welfare office are available to answer their questions on child protection. In order to emphasise the topic, the Ministry of Social Affairs, Integration and Equal Opportunities (MSIG) has been organising the “Week of Action on Child Protection” in cooperation with practitioners every year since 2015, offering various events such as parents’ evenings or workshops and space for dialogue and networking.

80. In Lower Saxony, children’s rights are addressed both in the curricula used with social educational assistants, and in training kindergarten teachers. The goals include recognising signs of endangerment of child welfare, developing strategies for action, and acting responsibly within the framework of the statutory stipulations. The Lower Saxony Land Youth Welfare Office provides information and forms which support the funding institutions of child day care facilities in fulfilling the mandate under federal law that is enshrined in section 47, sentence 1, No. 2 of Book VIII of the Social Code. The further training programme of the Lower Saxony Land Youth Welfare Office regularly offers various further training courses on child protection for specialists.

81. North Rhine-Westphalia has an important partner in shape of the NRW Centre of Excellence on Child Protection, providing awareness-raising and training programmes for specialists. The BiS Academy, an association of the DKSB in North Rhine-Westphalia, conducts a large number of training courses for specialists in child protection there every year. A total of 252 child protection specialists were trained in the Land between 2014 and 2017 in accordance with sections 8a and 8b of Book VIII of the Social Code and section 4 of the Act on Cooperation and Information in Child Protection (Gesetz zur Kooperation und Information im Kinderschutz – KKG). An annual conference of child protection specialists is held twice a year, and is sponsored by the Land Government. In addition, an Internet portal is available to all specialists offering a wealth of information on child protection.
 Child day care facilities for children are required to draw up an educational concept for their educational work that is specific to the funding institution or facility in question, and which must in particular contain information on safeguarding children’s rights (section 13a subsection (1) of the Children’s Education Act [Kinderbildungsgesetz – KiBiz]). This is to be applied accordingly in in-home child day care. As a matter of principle, the respective funding institution is responsible for further training within the framework of its overall responsibility.
82. The publications of the Federal Association of Land Youth Welfare Offices (BAGLJÄ) on child protection in child day care facilities form the guiding principles for action for counselling practitioners in Rhineland-Palatinate.

83. In Saxony-Anhalt, the “Alliance for Children” has updated the guide entitled “Violence against children and juveniles – Early detection, options for action and cooperation” on the basis of new findings and legal provisions in order in particular to support and train kindergarten and school teachers in the implementation of their protection mandate. One certified child protection specialist has been working in each of the 1,774 child day care centres in the Land since 2014.
84. Needs-based awareness-raising and training activities are implemented in Thuringia, including as part of the annual further training programme of the Land Youth Welfare Office and the annual child protection symposium. Professional recommendations are made available to the stakeholders, for example on the implementation of legal provisions or on cooperation between youth welfare offices and family courts. The Ministry of Youth Affairs has supported and promoted a two-year workshop process to implement quality development in endangerment assessments in accordance with section 79a of Book VIII of the Social Code. The population is being sensitised to child protection in particular through the campaign “Strong for life – child protection in Thuringia”. Physicians and psychotherapists are being made aware of violence and neglect with the Thuringian guideline for physicians and psychotherapists entitled “Violence against children”, which was revised in 2015, and are being supported by concrete work aids.
Interdisciplinary lectures on child protection at Universities. 
85. There is a pilot project in Hesse in the shape of an interdisciplinary series of lectures on child protection in Frankfurt. This series offers a legal, psychological, medical and social-educational introduction to the causes, indications, diagnostics, procedures, therapy and consequences of the various forms of endangerment to child welfare. It is aimed at students of social work, education and law, paediatrics and forensic medicine as well as psychology, i.e. also at specialists (e.g. courts, public prosecution offices, the criminal police, youth welfare offices, child protection advice centres, child day care centres, etc.). Typical case constellations (abusive head trauma, domestic violence, sexual abuse, etc.) are used to convey basic knowledge from the various disciplines.
86. In Thuringia, an interdisciplinary lecture series is offered at the University of Erfurt under the title “Child welfare: promotion – protection – rights”. Children’s rights and child protection are considered here under the various professional aspects of justice, medicine, education and social work.
re b) Measures to prohibit and eliminate all forms of harmful practices, including, but not limited to, female genital mutilation and early and forced marriages (art. 24 para. 3)

87. In February 2015, the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development published the position paper entitled “Female genital mutilation – the contribution of German development policy to overcoming this human rights violation against girls and women”. Overcoming female genital mutilation, early and forced marriages and other harmful traditional practices is also enshrined as a strategic goal in the Second Development Action Plan for Gender Equality 2016-2020. Preventing and combating female genital mutilation are also an explicit component of the 5-point plan “An end to violence against women” that was adopted by the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development in 2017. The Ministry also supported several non-governmental organisations (NGOs) in 2017 working to combat female genital mutilation in various African countries. The Ministry also contributed a total of EUR 1.2 million in 2014 and 2015 to the “UNFPA-UNICEF Joint Programme on FGM/C: Accelerating Change”, the largest programme in the world aiming to overcome female genital mutilation.
88. A large number of projects aimed at improving sexual and reproductive healthcare in crisis areas are supported by the Federal Foreign Office as part of humanitarian health assistance, including awareness-raising and education on physical and mental health risks in this area. The protection of children’s rights continues to be one of the thematic priorities of the Federal Foreign Office’s project work in the area of human rights. For example, local projects on prevention and overcoming female genital mutilation were supported in Egypt (2013) and Djibouti (2014 and 2015).
89. In Baden-Württemberg, the municipal association for youth and social affairs/Land youth welfare office offered a one-day further training course in June 2018 entitled “Minor-age spouses (child marriage) and the threat of forced marriage – opportunities and boundaries of youth welfare”.

90. In Bavaria, the guideline entitled “Violence against children and juveniles – recognising and acting” pointedly draws attention to this specific form of violence in order to sensitise Bavarian doctors to this topic. The Out-patient Clinic for Child Protection at the Institute for Forensic Medicine of the LMU Munich (see above), which is supported by Bavaria, also organises interdisciplinary skill-building and further training activities on the basis of this guideline.
91. The concept for combating violence against women and girls, trafficking in human beings and violence in long-term care, which has been in place in Hamburg since 2014, covers in particular the topics of female genital mutilation, forced marriage and sexualised violence. The concept is to be updated in 2018. The Round Table on Female Genital Mutilation, which has been in place since 2012, has drawn up a handout aimed at experts in the support systems of victim protection, schools, child and youth welfare, the police, the public prosecution service, the healthcare system and experts from the communities. Cross-agency chains of action and intervention were also developed and published in Hamburg to prevent children being forced into marriages. Child victims of forced marriage are referred to the relevant youth welfare facilities and to an advice centre that is specifically responsible for addressing this offence. Adequate accommodation is available should the police need to engage in operational victim protection measures. 
92. Lower Saxony held a symposium on the subject in June 2018 aiming to raise awareness in the advisory professions. In addition, there is a working party in the Land comprising stakeholders from social, psychotherapeutic and medical counselling in order to develop further counselling services.
re c) protection from sexual exploitation and sexual abuse (art. 34)

The comprehensive concept.
Reform of criminal law.

93. The 49th Criminal Law Amendment Act (Strafrechtsänderungsgesetz), in force since 27 January 2015, regulates the following in the area of criminal law: stay of limitation for sexual offences until the victim has reached the age of 30 and extension to further offences (section 78b of the Criminal Code [StGB]). Section 201a of the Criminal Code has been revised, and criminalises inter alia the unauthorised creation or transmission of an image showing the helplessness of another person (subsection (1) No. 2). It is also punishable to render an image accessible without authorisation if it is likely to cause considerable damage to the reputation of the person depicted (section 201a subsection (2) of the Criminal Code) as is the creation, offering or acquisition for a consideration of an image representing the nudity of another person under the age of eighteen (section 201a subsection (3) of the Criminal Code). In addition, the scope of protection of section 174 of the Criminal Code (sexual abuse of wards) has been extended to include better coverage of abuses in parent-like situations and in institutions providing education, training and care in the lives of juveniles, and to include provisions on the dissemination, acquisition and possession of child and juvenile pornography (sections 184a to 184d of the Criminal Code). The organisation of and attendance at a child or juvenile pornographic performance was criminalised by section 184e of the Criminal Code.
Further measures of the Federation for the prevention of sexual violence. 
94. The nationwide pilot project “BeSt – Beraten und Stärken (Counselling and empowering)” was launched in 2015, building on the experience gained from the “Nationwide training programme to enhance child and youth welfare workers’ capacity to prevent sexualised violence” (2010-2014). The aim of this pilot project, which will be completed in 2020, is to achieve a targeted, sustainable improvement in the protection of girls and boys with disabilities against sexualised violence in institutions. 65 (partly) residential facilities catering for persons with disabilities had taken part in the pilot project up to the beginning of 2018. The project provided training for managers and employees, (further) developed child protection concepts, and conducted prevention training for the girls and boys living in the facilities. A special sexualised violence prevention programme was developed as part of the project which is specifically geared to the needs of girls and boys with disabilities (“What can we do about sexual abuse? Ben & Stella know”). The results of the pilot project to date clearly show that child protection concepts must be implemented as part of longer-term organisational development processes, and that they should be developed on a facility-specific and participatory basis.
95. The primary prevention of sexual child abuse was enhanced within the pre-existing “Don’t become an offender” network by establishing new diagnostic and treatment services for juveniles displaying abnormal sexual behaviour at the Charité University Hospital in Berlin. The project ran until the end of 2017, and the scheme is now being funded by statutory health insurance on a pilot basis via a new provision contained in Book V of the Social Code (SGB V).
96. The Independent Commissioner for Child Sexual Abuse Issues (UBSKM) concluded agreements with 26 umbrella organisations in 2015 in which the partners undertook to provide the best possible support for the introduction and implementation of comprehensive measures for prevention and intervention in cases of sexual violence in the facilities for which they are responsible, as well as for the support of independent processing of child abuse in the past. The agreements aim to bring about the binding implementation of the recommendations on prevention and intervention that were adopted by the Round Table on “Sexual Child Abuse” in November 2011. Protection concepts help facilities such as child day care centres and schools, but also sports clubs, music schools and church parishes, to both minimise the risk of themselves becoming sexual violence crime scenes, and provide children and juveniles with access to assistance, regardless of whether they suffer sexual violence in their families, in their leisure time or via the Internet.
97. The UBSKM’s nationwide “No Room for Abuse” initiative provides a wide range of specific information materials on protection concepts in various fields of action (e.g. child day care centres, youth travel, sports and health). The initiative is aimed at all those working in facilities and organisations, and emphasises the importance of leadership when it comes to ensuring that responsibility is taken for child protection. 

98. In cooperation with the DJI, the UBSKM is surveying the status of the prevention of sexualised violence against children and juveniles in Germany by carrying out nationwide monitoring from 2015 to 2018. The aim is to gain an insight into protection concepts in facilities and organisations, as well as into the stimulating and restricting conditions, needs and challenges in their development and implementation. Recommendations are to be developed for practitioners, policy-makers and academics in order to ensure better protection of children and juveniles from sexual violence. The areas of investigation are education and upbringing, health, child and youth work, as well as religious life. 
Measures taken by the Länder to prevent sexual violence in schools, child and youth welfare facilities, and for children with disabilities as well as in the field of sport. 
99. In Baden-Württemberg, the reports received from facilities subject to authorisation in accordance with section 47 of Book VIII of the Social Code which relate to events and developments that are detrimental to the well-being of children and juveniles are evaluated annually. The vast majority of the reports in the last two years were related to sexual violence and assault in the facilities. For this reason, in-house seminars on the topics of “sexuality and sexual education” and “crossing boundaries and sexualised violence” have been offered for several years to the funding institutions and facilities providing help with upbringing and child day care. An aid was published in February 2014 on how to deal with the new regulation created by the Federal Child Protection Act (BKischG) on the inspection of extended certificates of good conduct for voluntary and part-time workers. The topic of prevention of sexualised violence in schools and the role of social work in schools will be addressed in 2018 in the form of workshops to be held at the annual conferences on social work in schools and elsewhere. A “counselling map” for professionals, but also for individuals wishing to take advantage of counselling services in sexual education and prevention of sexualised violence, is currently being prepared.
100. A treatment network was established in Baden-Württemberg in 2014 in order to prevent sexual crimes against children and juveniles, and to offer comprehensive counselling and treatment for persons with a predisposition towards crime. Low-threshold treatment and therapy are made available to these individuals in collaboration with three cooperation partners. The objective of the therapy is to overcome problems in dealing with the sexual predisposition. This includes in particular exercising self-control in such a way that sexual assaults on children do not occur.
101. In Bavaria, the Bavarian Youth Council has drawn up technical recommendations within the framework of the tasks assigned to it by the State with regard to the quality development and quality assurance of the youth associations and other institutions funding youth welfare work provided for in section 79a of the Social Code Book VIII, which was newly introduced by the Federal Child Protection Act. A project for the prevention of sexual violence in child and youth welfare work (PräTect) in the form of a specialist counselling centre has existed at the Bavarian Youth Council since 2003 to prevent sexual violence in youth work. PräTect offers information and materials, training and further education, counselling and networking for all voluntary, full-time and professional youth workers. The Bavarian Youth Council staffing plan was increased in 2015 by a total of 0.75 posts for the PräTect specialist advice centre (the project had been carried out until then with half a project post).
102. The Land Prevention Council in Brandenburg is funding two prevention projects to combat sexual violence against children between 2015 and 2019. The Council is closely networked with the victim protection associations in the Land. The victim protection officers in the police force of the Land Brandenburg are sensitised for their work.
103. In Hamburg, projects and other activities which support disadvantaged children and juveniles in exercising their right to self-determination in terms of sexuality and provide effective prevention of sexualised violence, develop gender-sensitive information materials on the subject, or carry out prevention programmes against sexual violence involving girls with disabilities, were promoted in 2017 and 2018 with funding provided by the Hamburg health insurance funds, in accordance with section 20 of Book V of the Social Code, and the Authority of Health and Consumer Protection.
104. The Land Government in Hesse adopted the Land’s Action Plan for the Protection of Children and Juveniles against Sexual Violence in Institutions on 16 April 2012. The Action Plan was created following the final report of the Round Table on “Sexual Child Abuse”. An interministerial working party has been established at Land level to implement the Action Plan. The majority of the measures included in the Action Plan, as well as other newly-developed measures, have now been implemented or initiated. These include counselling and assistance services for victims of abuse and prevention services in schools. The Action Plan provides for preventive standards for study and training in basic and further training for professions involving children. Persons in a corresponding course of study or training are to be made aware of the problem of sexual violence as a specific form of endangerment to child welfare before their first practical professional experience. Hesse’s Universities have introduced various additions to the relevant courses of study and training in the area of child protection. In addition to teacher training courses and social work, this also applies to (forensic) medicine and law. Courses on topics such as sexualised violence in schools were also offered. Hesse Sports Youth sensitises sports clubs to the need to pay attention to endangerments of child welfare and to embed the topic within the clubs, and is available as a dialogue partner. Comprehensive training is available for all clubs, sports groups and associations, including internal training courses. All training courses of the Land Sports Association and Hesse Sports Youth also include a seminar module on child protection.
105. Lower Saxony is supporting the “OKEI!” pilot project of the Oldenburg Child Protection Centre aiming to improve the protection of children and juveniles with disabilities against violence and sexual abuse until 2019 with a total of 120,000 EUR. The project was launched in December 2016, and accompanies four facilities providing assistance for people with disabilities when it comes to drawing up and implementing concepts for protection against violence and for handling cases of abuse or suspicion of abuse in a legally-secure manner. This includes the intensive further training of staff in the facilities. General recommendations for the development of prevention and intervention measures will be drawn up at the end of the project period. The development of prevention concepts in other facilities is expressly provided for.
106. In North Rhine-Westphalia, the North Rhine-Westphalia Working Party on Child and Youth Protection (AJS), as well as the North Rhine-Westphalia Catholic Regional Working Party on Child and Youth Protection, are supported with funds from the Land’s Children and Youth Support Plan. In accordance with section 17 subsection (4) of the Children and Youth Promotion Act (KJFöG NW), the AJS is mandated to develop action plans for the protection of children and juveniles in education. The mandate of both Land offices for child and youth protection explicitly includes the prevention of sexual, physical, verbal and psychological forms of violence against children and juveniles. The Land offices for child and youth protection offer information and education on the causes underlying sexual abuse, on offenders’ strategies, and on possibilities of prevention in order to protect children and juveniles, as well as institutional protection concepts for facilities such as child day care facilities and in-home child carer, schools, child and youth work, ([partly] residential) child and youth welfare facilities, as well as family and youth education facilities. The services offered by the Land offices are aimed at children and juveniles, parents, educational specialists and multipliers.
107. In the Saarland, the existing counselling centres carry out prevention and educational work in child day care facilities and schools. They also work together with the local institutions funding youth welfare and in training multipliers in education. The aim is to raise awareness of the issue of sexual child abuse, thereby preventing sexual violence. A further building block in the Land’s prevention concept is the promotion of the New Paths advice centre. It is also involved in the Land’s prevention concept in the area of “working with offenders”, and offers specialised relapse prevention for sexually-assaultive juveniles. With the establishment of the “Expert Centre for Child Protection Counselling and Further Training” at the SOS Child Protection Centre in 2014, a new service was created which is aimed specifically at independent funding institutions of child and youth assistance, as well as of assistance for persons with a disability, and the facilities that they run.
108. Information and education measures to prevent sexual child abuse were carried out in Schleswig-Holstein in the youth welfare service for girls and boys with disabilities in the period from 2016 to 2017. In close cooperation with the Commissioner for Matters relating to Disabled Persons, facilities and institutions funding assistance for persons with a disability, independent and public youth welfare funding institutions, and the Department of Special Needs Education at the Institute for Quality Development, the prevention measures were used in particular in order to upgrade the existing offers and structures in child protection, child and youth welfare and assistance for persons with a disability. A total of more than 3,000 specialists in social and educational work have been reached since 2010 with the further training courses and project measures for the prevention of sexual child abuse. A specialist symposium on the subject of “sexual education” was held at the end of 2017 for staff working in youth welfare facilities, at which sexual education protection concepts in facilities received special attention. The Land has made a total of EUR 500,000 available since 2017 in order to promote the structural integration of programmes for children and juveniles with special needs. 

109. Thuringia offers topic-specific training in sex education and the handling of corresponding disorders, especially for educational assistance facilities, as part of the annual further training programme. The topics of child protection, participation rights and complaint management are also specifically considered from the perspective of sexualised violence. Thuringia funds a post for the promotion of child protection, prevention and intervention in sexualised violence in Thuringia’s club and association sports from the Land Child Protection Programme at the Regional Sports Federation.
Provision of specialised advice centres
110. A varied range of assistance has been developed in Berlin to ensure the protection of children and juveniles in hazardous situations and to support families in preventing (sexual) violence. The various types of assistance include prevention and counselling, crisis intervention and the provision of further out-patient and in-patient assistance. This includes offers and assistance for children and juveniles affected by sexual abuse, counselling and assistance for the relatives of victims of sexual violence, as well as work with offenders. The city-wide counselling centres are also available to provide anonymous advice to specialists.

111. In Lower Saxony, more than 20 counselling centres are available throughout the Land focussing on violence against children and juveniles. These specialised facilities advise children who have become victims of sexual violence. They intervene in crises and, if necessary, refer them to further assistance. This offer is also supplemented by four child protection centres supported by Land funds. The child protection portal of the Land
 provides information on all existing counselling services and emergency numbers to which affected children can turn. The information is written in simple language and presented in a child-friendly manner, and has been translated into six different languages. This ensures that the content can also be understood by children and juveniles with a migration or refugee background.

112. In North Rhine-Westphalia, the six Land-funded Centres of Excellence for Self-Determined Living also offer support for those who have experienced sexualised violence.
 In addition, a “Network office for women and girls with disabilities/chronic diseases” is being promoted, which also deals amongst other things with sexualised violence.
 Victims of violence in an acute situation receive psychological support at over 40 locations throughout the Land. More than half of the facilities specialise in treating children and juveniles. It is possible to start by financing trial sessions for acute treatment and identification of needs, followed by further stabilisation sessions. In addition, the Land Government has been paying the costs for language and integration mediators since 2017 as part of a test phase, so that the services provided by out-patient trauma clinics for the victims of violence and abuse can also be used by people who have difficulty communicating in German. The trauma clinic service is integrated into a procedure under the Act on Compensation to Victims of Violent Crime – Crime Victims Compensation Act (Opferentschädigungsgesetz – OEG). Barrier-free access to all counselling and assistance services is to be ensured in the future. Approximately EUR 1.1 million is made available annually in North Rhine-Westphalia. Specialised counselling centres generally work together with people and institutions from the settings in which children and juveniles live, such as parents, schools and child day care facilities, and also frequently carry out prevention and public relations work. In addition, all educational and family counselling centres in North Rhine-Westphalia are also contact points for sexualised violence. The Land supports family counselling centres to the tune of EUR 20 million per year. Because more and more people have come to Germany as refugees in recent years, the Land North Rhine-Westphalia has been making additional funds available to the family counselling centres for families with experience of displacement since 2016, amounting to EUR 1 million in 2018.

113. Rhineland-Palatinate promotes a specialised access and counselling structure for children and juveniles who have been victims of sexual abuse or ill-treatment, or where there is a suspicion that they have been involved in such abuse or ill-treatment. There are 16 child protection services with around 31 full-time posts. The child protection services are jointly financed by the Land, the municipalities and the funding institutions, and are supported by the Land to the tune of approximately EUR 800,000 per year. The child protection services protect, guide and stabilise children and juveniles. They have low-threshold access without long waiting times, and consultations are free of charge.

114. The Saarland has developed a quality assurance concept to improve assistance and support services for victims of sexual child abuse, particularly incorporating the possibility of low-threshold initial contact and take-up of assistance and support services. The quality assurance concept guarantees the establishment of across-the-board care provided by competent, specially-trained specialist staff. It lays down the criteria for cooperation between the Land Government, youth welfare offices and counselling centres, and regulates not only the prevention of sexual abuse in pre-school and primary education and further training for parents and specialists, but also intervention, i.e. counselling and care for children affected by sexual abuse and persons close to them. Counselling is provided free of charge to the persons concerned and their caregivers.

115. Since the beginning of 2017, Schleswig-Holstein has been promoting a three-year pilot project to analyse the need for specialised counselling of male victims of sexual child abuse and domestic violence. Within the framework of the existing counselling services offered by the pro familia regional association, the Wendepunkt Association and Kiel women’s emergency helpline, specific counselling services are to be used to develop a gender-equitable service tailored to needs. The project is evaluated by Kiel University of Applied Sciences.

116. In Thuringia, the child and youth protection services in particular are also open to children and juveniles affected by sexual violence. The majority of the counsellors working there have an additional qualification in “trauma pedagogy and trauma-centred counselling”. Access to counselling is on a low-threshold basis, and if necessary offers can also be made on an outreach basis. With programmes such as “Your body belongs to you”, the child and youth protection services sensitise people to the subject, thus also opening the door to information, advice and, if necessary, further support. The Ray of Hope project, providing professional counselling and group therapy for children, juveniles and young adults (12-21 years) displaying sexually-offensive behaviour, is part of one of the projects of the child and youth protection services.
re f) the availability of helplines for children

117. For many years, the Federal Government has been supporting the largest free and anonymous nationwide helpline for children and young people “Nummer gegen Kummer” (Number against Worries). Specially-trained volunteer counsellors support callers in dealing with everyday problems and facing difficult life situations. Topics related to love, partnership and sexuality accounted for around 50% of calls in 2017. 57% of all callers were male, and 42% were female. On Saturdays, children and juveniles seeking advice can talk to specially-trained peers aged between 16 and 21. In addition, e-mail counselling and a parents’ helpline are provided to help parents with concerns and needs related to the upbringing and development of their children.

118. The “Sexual Abuse Help Portal”
 and the free, anonymous “Helpline Sexual Abuse” of the UBSKM provide information above all to victims and survivors at all ages, their relatives and persons from their social environment, as well as professionals. The counsellors on the helpline have many years of professional experience when it comes to dealing with sexual violence against children, and have received special basic and further training. The team also provides an online service for juveniles, which is to be further boosted.
 The helpline is currently being developed in order to also be better positioned to provide counselling services to people with disabilities.

119. The project “Hit Pause! Those who help others sometimes need help themselves. The service for children and juveniles who take care of their family” was launched in 2018. The low-threshold “Hit Pause!” scheme is intended to provide child and juvenile caregivers with a nationwide counselling service that helps to reduce overburdening and resolve isolation. Fundamental questions related to nursing care are to be answered, further tips given to those seeking advice, and assistance provided in stressful and critical situations. The Number against Worries scheme was extended for the project to include affected children and juveniles.

120. The “Violence against Women” helpline offers women and girls affected by violence – including victims of human trafficking – the opportunity to receive advice anonymously, barrier-free and free of charge at any time by telephone, e-mail or online chat. If necessary, the helpline will arrange contacts with local support services. Female interpreters are available so that telephone counselling can be provided in 17 foreign languages. The helpline provides a wide range of information materials, some of which are multilingual, free of charge.

121. In Thuringia, the children and youth helpline offers low-threshold advice, help and information at any time in the event of acute crises or problems. Amongst other things, this project involves advice being given by juveniles, for juveniles.

6. Family environment and alternative care (arts. 5, 9-11, 18 paras. 1 and 2, 20, 21, 25 and 27)

re b) parents’ common responsibilities, assistance to parents and provision of childcare services (art. 18)

122. With the federal programme entitled “Opportunities for parents are opportunities for children” (running from 2011 to 2015) and the follow-on federal programme co-financed by the European Social Fund (ESF) entitled “Parental Opportunity – Engaging Families in Education Early” (running from 2015 to 2020), the BMFSFJ is counting on the preventive impact of family education on children’s positive educational and development processes. Specialists in family education, as well as in other sectors of education, including early education, are trained to advise parents on questions related to creating an atmosphere at home that is conducive to learning, as well as on children’s education and development issues. More than 10,000 parents’ mentors have already been trained nationwide to date.

123. The supporting federal programme entitled “Strong Parent Support Networks for Refugee Families” (running from 2017 to 2020) promotes the integration of families with a refugee background so that these children are also given educational and participatory opportunities from the outset. Parents’ mentors act as important bridge-builders for the social participation of refugee families by providing concrete assistance to parenting, education and care in families as well as support for families when their children start at a child day care facility or school.

124. Various measures for educating and supporting parents in difficult life situations are implemented in the Federal Länder. In Hamburg, for example, parents are enabled to participate in parental education programmes such as “Strong parents – strong children”, thus enabling them to deal with children and juveniles in a more participatory and non-violent way. In Baden-Württemberg, there is the STÄRKE (“Strength”) programme run by the Land, which provides preventive support for parents in the shape of family education programmes. To ensure that parents can live up to their responsibilities, especially in stressful situations, Bavaria coordinates and networks the services offered locally by the Bavaria-wide Coordinating Child Protection Services networks (“KoKi Networks for Early Childhood”). In addition, children, juveniles and parents in Bavaria have roughly 180 multidisciplinary educational counselling centres at their disposal (including branch offices and external consultation services) for the qualified clarification and management of individual and family-related problems. The youth welfare office and general marriage, family and life counselling centres in North Rhine-Westphalia offer counselling and help for educational aids.

re f) children deprived of a family environment (art. 20)

125. In Baden-Württemberg, the child fostering services at the youth welfare offices are supported by continuous further and advanced training. In addition to the annual conference, which offers a platform for exchange between specialists, topics such as “foster care at short notice” and “supporting foster child bonding” are on the agenda.

126. The youth welfare offices in Berlin have at their disposal comprehensive regulations, implementation rules and professional standards to make the process of placing a child in a foster family as beneficial as possible for the foster child.

127. The Senate in Hamburg has initiated a number of major improvements in recent years. Technical standards have been defined and structures and procedures clearly regulated and standardised. As part of the implementation of these professional standards, for example, all specialists in the fostering services are involved in a 13-month series of further training. Hamburg foster parents also have a strong lobby in the shape of the foster parents’ council.

128. Thuringia will be initiating and supporting the development of quality standards and transferring them to the youth welfare offices within the framework of a training programme for specialists as part of assistance for foster children from 2019 to 2021.

re j) measures to ensure the protection of children with incarcerated parents and children living in prison with their mothers 

Examples of how detainees interact with their children. 
129. Special visiting areas are being established in the prisons in Bavaria to maintain family contacts, including with smaller children. These especially permit personal contact – including physical contact – between detainees and their children in a child-friendly environment, provided that there are no incarceration-related concerns precluding direct contact. Many prisons also regularly hold “parent days”, during which prisoners can interact with their children for an extended period of time. Such family recreation times also enable suitable prisoners to spend between several days and up to more than a week outside prison under relaxed supervision, together with their partner and children.

130. Brandenburg’s prisons also have specially-furnished visiting rooms for parent-child visits.

131. Incarcerated persons in Hesse may receive regular visits in accordance with sections 33 of the Hesse Prison Act (HStVollzG), 23 of the Hesse Remand Detention Act (HUVollzG), 23 of the Hesse Juvenile Prison Act (HessJStVollzG) and 33 of the Hesse Preventive Detention Act (HSVVollzG). Contacts between prisoners and their relatives within the meaning of section 11 subsection (1) No. 1 of the Criminal Code are particularly encouraged. Depending on the form of detention, the individual prisons offer additional opportunities for prisoners with minor children to visit them. Visits are supervised to ensure the safety of the children. Visiting rooms in almost all prisons in Hesse have been designed to be suitable for children. Some of the waiting rooms also offer activities that are suitable for children.

132. Lower Saxony has enshrined the aim of strengthening positive social ties as a legal mandate in the Lower Saxon Prison Act (NJVollzG) as of 1 July 2017. The focus here is on the prisoners’ children in particular. For example, the reform increased the minimum monthly visiting entitlement. The regulations on “extended visits” have also been modified. Finally, the prison authorities are obliged to design the visiting rooms in such a way that they are suitable for children. With a framework concept for “family-orientated detention”, the prisons are also to have measures in place to help maintain and strengthen links with the family during detention. The concept provides for special framework conditions in the visiting rooms for the children of incarcerated parents (e.g. a play corner) and further training for prison staff. The effects of the measures are scientifically evaluated by the Lower Saxony Criminological Service.

133. In Rhineland-Palatinate, contacts between prisoners and their children aged under 18 are particularly encouraged during visits. Visits of up to two hours are not counted towards the normal visiting hours (section 33 subsection (2) of the Land Prison Act – LJVollzG). Visits by relatives within the meaning of section 11 subsection (1) No. 1 of the Criminal Code are particularly supported (section 33 subsection (2) of the Land Prison Act).

Examples of further assistance and support measures for families with an incarcerated parent. 
134. In Baden-Württemberg, 22 associations in a joint network operating the parent-child project ensure that affected families and their incarcerated relatives are cared for in all parts of the Land. More than 600 families have already been looked after since the project was launched in 2011. The assistance includes all measures to clarify and promote a positive parent-child relationship during and after a parent’s incarceration. One focus of the project is preparation and follow-up as well as supervision during visits by the family to the incarcerated parent.

135. In North Rhine-Westphalia, the project entitled “Children in offenders’ families”, run by the Catholic Association for Social Services in Bochum, aims to stabilise family structures between prisoners and their children in particular. This is achieved through counselling and support, as well as through family seminars. The Association also offers family seminars at Bochum Prison, amongst other things. Regular consultations for children and juveniles, frequent children’s and family discussion groups, children-and-father weekends and children’s visiting days are carried out for children in offenders’ families as part of the project called “Free spaces”. The goals include achieving emotional and social stability in the development of children and juveniles, child-friendly parental contact structures, including in closed prisons, and ensuring that children have the right to have contact with both parents in a child-friendly manner.

Protection for children living in prison with their mothers. 
136. The penal regulations in some Länder provide that incarcerated mothers, and in some cases also fathers, can take care of their children in prison up to a certain age, subject to certain conditions, and as far as capacities in the particular prison permit. As a rule, the costs of the accommodation are to be paid by the person with an obligation to maintain the child in question. Most Prison Acts however permit the right to reimbursement to be waived if the child and parent would otherwise be prevented from being accommodated together.

	Land
	Provision
	Applies to
	Child’s age
	Implementation

	Baden-Württemberg
	
	Mothers
	Up to 3 years
	- joint accommodation is possible in the mother-and-child wing of Schwäbisch Gmünd Women’s Prison

	Bavaria
	art. 86 of the Bavarian Prison Act (BayStVollzG)
	Mothers
	Up to 3 years
	- joint accommodation is provided in Aichach Prison (ten places in closed prison, six places in open prison) and Munich Prison (ten places in closed prison)

	Berlin
	sections 15 of the Berlin Prison Act (StVollzG Bln) and 17 of the Berlin Youth Prison Act (JStVollzG Bln)
	Mothers
	Up to 3 years
	- joint accommodation can particularly be considered if the child is aged between 0 and 1.5 years and/or the mother is a lone parent

	Brandenburg
	section 21 of the Brandenburg Youth Prison Act (BbgJVollzG)
	Mothers and fathers
	Up to 3 years
	- no parent-and-child accommodation and childcare capacities are currently maintained in Brandenburg’s prison due to low case numbers

- joint accommodation can however be provided in prisons in other (neighbouring) Länder in individual cases

	Hamburg
	section 21 of the Hamburg Prison Act (HmbStVollzG)
	Mothers
	Up to 5 years
	- the youth welfare office is consulted before joint accommodation is arranged

- children who are incarcerated with their parents are regularly presented to an external paediatrician for screening purposes.

	Hesse
	sections 74 of the Hesse Prison Act (HStVollzG), of the Hesse Remand Detention Act (HUVollzG) and 70 of the Hesse Youth Prison Act (HessJStVollzG)
	Mothers and fathers
	- up to 3 years in closed prison

- up to 6 years (until compulsory schooling) in open prison
	- joint accommodation (only for incarcerated mothers) takes place in the mother-and-child home at Frankfurt am Main III Central Women’s Prison (5 places in closed prison and 18 in open prison)

	Lower Saxony
	section 73 of the Lower Saxon Prison Act (NJVollzG)
	Mothers
	up to 6 years (until compulsory schooling)
	- joint accommodation takes place in the mother-and-child house of Vechta Prison (operating permit in accordance with section 45 of Book VIII of the Social Code)

- the competent youth welfare office verifies whether joint accommodation is in the best interests of the child, and pays the costs for the accommodation

- qualified specialists train the mothers in their educational skills through various parenting seminars, in addition to other tasks

	North Rhine-Westphalia
	section 87 of the North Rhine-Westphalia Prison Act (StVollzG NRW)
	Mothers
	up to 6 years (until compulsory schooling)
	- joint accommodation takes place in the mother-and-child facility of the North Rhine-Westphalia prison hospital in Fröndenberg (open prison), a residential youth welfare facility

	Rhineland-Palatinate
	section 21 of the Land Prison Act (LJVollzG)
	Mothers and fathers
	up to 3 years
	- there are no mother-and-child facilities in Rhineland-Palatinate due to the low number of cases

- the Frankfurt am Main III Central Women’s Prison (Hesse) is used for joint accommodation in individual cases (open prison)

- children born during detention are usually accommodated outside the prison immediately after birth, and the detainee is sometimes temporarily released either before or after the birth.

	Saxony
	sections 14 of the Saxon Prison Act (SächsStVollzG) and 27 of the Saxon Youth Prison Act (SächsJStVollzG)
	Mothers and fathers
	up to 3 years (up to 3.5 years in individual cases)
	- joint accommodation is provided in the five detention places of the mother-and-child wing at Chemnitz Prison, which is responsible for women’s detention (open prison)

- joint accommodation in prison is contingent on the consent of the youth welfare office
- stringent criteria apply to the selection of mothers for admission to the mother-and-child wing

- the social worker and the psychological service are available to provide guidance and support in childcare and upbringing, in addition to the staff of the general prison service

	Schleswig-Holstein
	
	
	
	- no detention facilities for mothers with children in Schleswig-Holstein, but cooperation with the mother-and-child house at Vechta Prison (Lower Saxony)


7. Disability, basic health and welfare (arts. 6, 18 Abs. 3, 23, 24, 26, 27 paras. 1-3 and 33)
Measures taken to ensure the dignity, self-reliance and active participation in the community of children with disabilities (art. 23)

137. The Federal Government Commissioners for Matters relating to Persons with Disabilities as well as for Migration, Refugees and Integration held a workshop discussion on “Migration and Disability” and a network conference in 2016. The events were designed to take stock of the situation, network the areas of migration and disability at political, administrative and civil society levels, and to showcase best practices. At Länder level, for example, the six Land-funded Centres of Excellence for Self-Determined Living in North Rhine-Westphalia also offer advice and support to families with children with disabilities who have a migration background.

re b) Health and health services, in particular primary health care (art. 24)

General health promotion measures. 
138. Baden-Württemberg supports health promotion and prevention measures at municipal level, e.g. with the Land’s “Healthy growing up and living” initiative. The setting-orientated approach is intended to reach all children and juveniles. 

139. The aim of the educational service known as “Network for Young Parents/Families” in Bavaria is to introduce children to a healthy diet from an early age and to motivate them to take more exercise. The educational service reaches all social strata, as well as people with a migration background. More than 1,800 nutrition and exercise measures reached approximately 17,000 parents in 2017. The supporting photo brochures on newborn and infant feeding, which are also available in Arabic, Turkish and Russian, are in great demand. A special educational programme with accompanying material on the subject of nutrition and exercise is currently being developed especially for migrants.

140. More than 200 state and non-state stakeholders in Brandenburg have joined forces in the “Growing up Healthily” alliance to analyse the health situation of children and juveniles in the Land. Failings in prevention, early detection, early support and out-patient and in-patient paediatric care are revealed, and goals and measures jointly agreed on to improve services. Most recently, eleven resolutions on healthcare, early support, networks for children, etc., were adopted at the Alliance’s plenary session on 23 May 2018.

Health promotion in early childhood education. 
141. In Bavaria, public-sponsored child day care facilities are obliged to provide health education in accordance with section 13 of the Ordinance on the Implementation of the Bavarian Child Education and Care Act (AVBayKiBiG). Physical activity, a healthy diet and lifestyles are rooted in the Bavarian Education and Upbringing Plan (BayBEP). The “Healthy and fit in children’s everyday lives – Six paths to child-friendly diet and exercise” programme, which was introduced throughout the Land for the 2014/15 child day care centre year, is aimed at families with children aged from three to six, and is implemented in child day care centres. 18,028 parents and 19,073 children were reached at 167 Bavarian child day care centres in the 2016/17 child day care centre year.

142. In Thuringia, the Land Health Conference was established in 2016 as a decision-making body for health objectives and health policy recommendations. With regard to the health of children and juveniles, the aim is to promote the development and consolidation of a healthy lifestyle and to increase the health opportunities of all children and juveniles. To this end, two projects involving vulnerable groups have been funded since 2017.

143. Health promotion in Berlin is to be understood as an integral part and a cross-sectional task of daily educational work through the mandatory implementation of the Berlin Education Programme for Day Care Centres and In-Home Child Day Care (BBP). In order to sensitise children, their families, educational specialists and the representatives of the funding institutions for healthy lifestyles, Berlin is implementing the Land programme entitled “Activating child day care centres – for good, healthy child day care centres”.

144. Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania takes up health-relevant topics such as exercise and diet in educational work. The Land-sponsored child day care centre catering networking centre
 is mandated with supporting child day care centres in the design of balanced and healthy catering for children, as regulated by Land law.

145. The statutory educational mandate of child day care facilities in Lower Saxony includes promoting the healthy development of children, for example by enabling them to experience a wide range of physical activity, and ensuring a balanced diet and hygiene. The basis for the concepts of pedagogical work in child day care facilities is the orientation plan for education and upbringing in the elementary area of child day care facilities in Lower Saxony. As part of the holistic approach to comprehensive health promotion, it lends concrete form to the list of tasks and goals of child day care in the “Body – Movement – Health” learning area.

146. In North Rhine-Westphalia, the promotion of the development of children’s health in accordance with section 10 of the Children’s Education Act is the task of the child day care facilities and in-home child day care. The Land offers support services for the quality assurance of lunch in child day care facilities to the responsible funding institutions of the child day care facilities. Child day care facilities have for instance received a lump-sum allowance since August 2014, which is used to employ housekeeping staff, who can thus support the educational staff with providing lunch. The child day care centre and school catering networking centre has been receiving support for many years. The North Rhine-Westphalia Land Sports Association certifies child day care centres whose educational focus is on the promotion of physical activity. They ensure that daily exercise times are kept to – child-friendly sports clubs are available to the child day care centres as partners. To promote dental health, educators and parents are to be motivated and supported with a flyer and other materials to ensure that they integrate daily tooth brushing into the day-to-day routine at child day care centres, in in-home child day care and at home.

147. Rhineland-Palatinate provides various impulses for quality development in health promotion in day-care centres by promoting programmes such as certifying “exercise child day care centres”, supporting cooperation between child day care centres and sports clubs, and training child day care centres housekeepers to implement the DGE standards, as well as through children’s cooking projects offered by rural women’s associations.
148. A systematic, child- and age-appropriate health promotion programme has also been available to child day care centre professionals in Saxony-Anhalt since 2014 as a result of the legal obligation enshrined in the Child Promotion Act (KiFöG) to implement the “bildung elementar” elementary education programme. The Land Centre for Health in Saxony-Anhalt certifies outstanding achievements in health promotion with the title “Gesunde Kita” (“Healthy child day care centres”). Healthy diet has been a major focus of health promotion since 2015.
149. The Thuringian Child Day Care Act (Thüringer Kindertagesbetreuungsgesetz – ThürKitaG) regulates various health issues for child day care centres in Thuringia, such as infection protection, dental check-ups and providing children with a regular, healthy lunch. In addition, the Thuringian Education Plan, as a mandatory basis for educational work, provides instructions for action and a framework for health-related topics such as physical activity and a healthy diet.
re c) efforts to address the most prevalent health challenges, to promote the physical and mental health and well-being of children and to prevent and deal with communicable and non-communicable diseases 
Accommodation of children in psychiatric clinics. 
150. In Hamburg, the stipulations contained in the Hamburg Act on Aids and Protective Measures in the Case of Mental Illnesses (Gesetz über Hilfen und Schutzmaßnahmen bei psychischen Krankheiten – HmbPsychKG) apply in the case of accommodation under public law in accordance with the Land law. Accordingly, accommodation within the meaning of section 8 of the Act is only permissible if and as long as there is an immanent danger of the person to be accommodated seriously injuring himself or herself or another person due to a mental illness of the person to be accommodated, and this danger cannot be averted by other means (section 9 of the Act). At the request of the competent authority, accommodation is ordered by the guardianship court, and by the family court in the case of minors (section 10 of the Act). If the assumption that there is a danger within the meaning of section 9 subsection (1), sentence 1, of the Act is made on the basis of a medical certificate which is based on an own examination carried out on the person to be accommodated at the earliest the day before, and if this danger cannot be averted by other means, the competent authority may order immediate accommodation if a court ruling cannot be obtained in time. The person to be accommodated is to be visited and examined by a doctor of the competent authority who is experienced in psychiatry before being immediately accommodated. If it emerges that out-patient treatment, were it to be commenced immediately, would make accommodation superfluous, the doctor is to begin the treatment, provided that the person concerned agrees. If the competent authority orders immediate accommodation, it must request, without undue delay, a court ruling to be handed down regarding the permissibility of continued accommodation. 
Psychological counselling and support. 
151. In Hamburg, the Hamburg Act on Aids and Protective Measures in the Case of Mental Illnesses provides families with access to psychological counselling and emotional support. The necessary hospital treatment must be prescribed by the doctor in attendance, except in acute cases. In addition, section 39 of Book V of the Social Code provides that insured persons are entitled to full in-patient treatment or treatment equivalent to in-patient treatment by a hospital approved in accordance with section 108 of Book V of the Social Code if hospitalisation or treatment in the home environment is required after an assessment has been carried out by the hospital because the treatment objective cannot be achieved by partly in-patient, pre-admission and post-discharge or out-patient treatment, including domestic nursing care. When patients are hospitalised, the hospital therefore checks again whether the medical prerequisites for treatment in hospital are actually satisfied.
152. In North Rhine-Westphalia, the Social Psychiatry Agreement, which came into force in July 2009, enables doctors specialising in child and youth psychiatry to offer qualified interdisciplinary social psychiatric treatment of children and juveniles as registered contract physicians’ care. The Social Psychiatry Agreement is intended to enable integrative treatment concepts subject to the supervision of the owner of the surgery, and the inclusion of various medical professions (e.g. social education, special education) as an alternative to in-patient care and other forms of institutional care, primarily for complex social paediatric and psychiatric treatment problems. This also includes the involvement of parents or families. According to the North Rhine area and Westphalia-Lippe Associations of Statutory Health Insurance Physicians, 209 registered doctors for child and youth psychiatry and psychotherapy worked within the framework of the Social Psychiatry Agreement in North Rhine-Westphalia (as of 31 December 2015).
153. In Thuringia, the Thuringian Act on the Assistance and Accommodation of People with Psychological Diseases (Gesetz zur Hilfe und Unterbringung psychisch kranker Menschen – ThürPsychKG) governs the cooperation and networking of psychosocial contact and counselling centres with social psychiatric services. Cooperation enables low-threshold services to be integrated into the existing care system. A total of at least one specialist per 50,000 inhabitants should be employed in the respective contact and advice centres. In addition, one further specialist per 100,000 inhabitants is to be deployed for regular meetings. The meetings are also aimed at the target group of relatives affected by a mental illness or disability (cf. Third Thuringian Psychiatric Report, version January 2012).
Supplementary information on the diagnosis and treatment of attention deficit hyperactivity disorders (ADHD and ADD). 
154. The Medicinal Products Guideline on Restrictions on and Exclusions from Prescriptions (Arzneimittel-Richtlinie über Verordnungseinschränkungen und -ausschlüsse) bindingly stipulates that the diagnosis of AD(H)S must be made even more comprehensively than before, and that medicinal products containing methylphenidate may only be prescribed to children (from the age of six) and juveniles by behavioural disorder specialists. The use of stimulants during the course of the treatment must furthermore be particularly documented, especially long-term therapy over a period longer than twelve months and the assessment of non-treatment periods, which should take place at least once per year in order to assess their effects on the child’s state of health. The doctors in attendance are thus obliged to check regularly whether pharmacotherapy with methylphenidate is still necessary, or whether it can be discontinued during the course of the therapy. In addition, the Act on Medicinal Products (Arzneimittelgesetz – AMG) in Germany stipulates that, after a medicinal product has been approved, the experience gained during its application is systematically collected on an ongoing basis and subjected to a benefit-risk determination (pharmacovigilance).
re e) measures to protect children from substance abuse (art. 33)

Measures of the Federation to protect children from substance abuse. 
155. The Federal Ministry of Health (BMG) funded the project entitled “The extent of problematic substance use by unaccompanied minor foreigners” in order to investigate the extent to which unaccompanied minor foreigners’ traumatic experiences lead to substance use. Mother-tongue information events are offered to minor refugees in order to minimise the psychological barrier observed with regard to the take-up of addiction counselling and treatment by unaccompanied minor foreigners, as are information and education provided via social media or own websites.

156. The Federal Centre for Health Education (BZgA) carries out a number of different addiction prevention measures. One of the aims of the “Make children strong” interactive campaign is to enhance adolescents’ self-confidence and self-esteem with the support of sports clubs, and to promote their conflict and communication skills so that they can manage their lives without addictive substances. The interactive campaign pursues a universally preventive approach involving all adults who bear responsibility for children: parents, educators and school teachers, as well as multipliers working in sports clubs. More than 2,700 trainers have already been reached with skill-building measures from “Make children strong”.

157. The largest prevention programme in Germany for health promotion, addiction and violence prevention in primary school, Class 2000, sponsored by the BZgA, accompanies children from grades one to four, and teaches them core health and life skills. The pupils spend about 15 hours per school year dealing with the topics of health, addiction and media consumption. More than 20,000 classes with more than 450,000 children took part in the programme in the 2016/17 school year alone.

158. The Internet-based www.drugcom.de addiction prevention portal hosted by the BZgA offers information and anonymous counselling for juveniles and young adults, as well as working aids for educational professionals. The Internet site follows a secondary preventive approach, and aims to prevent substance abuse and dependence, and to reduce the negative consequences of consumption. The programmes by the names of “Change your Drinking” and “Quit the Shit” support the self-directed reduction of alcohol and cannabis use.

159. With the “KlarSicht” (SeeingClearly) interactive course on tobacco and alcohol developed by the BZgA, the two legal substances are discussed on an interactive, informative basis in school environments throughout Germany. The course is linked with the BZgA’s “Smoke-free”, “Alcohol? Know your limit” and “Zero alcohol – Full power” youth campaigns, and is aimed at juveniles in all school types. The aim of the course is to provide information about the risks of smoking and alcohol consumption, to enhance protective factors, and to promote a critical attitude towards alcohol and tobacco consumption.
160. The BMG-funded nationwide online KIDKIT database enables children and juveniles who are growing up in families with addictions, violence or mental illnesses to locate regional support services, and to receive professional, free and anonymous e-mail or chat advice, as well as information on where to find advice centres. The “Trampoline” group programme for children from addiction-prone families was also developed and evaluated with help from the BMG. The manual-based programme targets children aged between eight and twelve, and consists of nine group sessions and two parents’ evenings. The programme set the stage for bringing an evidence-based manual into counselling and care practice.
Measures taken by the Federal Länder to protect children from drug abuse. 
161. There are municipal networks for addiction prevention and treatment, as well as psychosocial counselling centres supported by the Land in all 44 urban and rural districts of Baden-Württemberg. Furthermore, 42 of the 44 urban and rural districts have municipal addiction commissioners or addiction prevention commissioners. This provides a comprehensive range of prevention, counselling and assistance services that are also open to children, juveniles and persons close to them. The “Solidarity” project was initiated in Baden-Württemberg in order to better reach children who grow up in an addiction-prone environment. Experts from the various fields of youth welfare and addiction treatment receive further training together, and are encouraged to engage in dialogue. 28 cities and rural districts have taken part in the project so far. In Berlin, the specialist addiction prevention unit provides information on alcohol and drug use for children and juveniles in addition to measures taken by the Federation. They can also provide advice, and there are open consultation times. In addition, the specialist unit trains employees of child day care centres, schools and youth welfare facilities on various topics related to addiction prevention. Each of the city’s twelve districts has alcohol and drug counselling centres, which are also open to every citizen. The advisory services are free of charge and confidential, and operate anonymously on request. The Berlin Emergency Drug Service can be reached by telephone 24/7. The counselling centres can arrange placements in suitable therapy facilities. Facilities for minors are available in Berlin, e.g. the “Drugstop” project, a cooperation project between youth welfare and addiction treatment services, and the Vivantes children and youth psychiatry centre. In Brandenburg, the Regional Office for Addiction-related Issues (Landesstelle für Suchtfragen e.V.) works as a nationwide coordination office in addiction treatment, addiction self-help and addiction prevention. Its tasks include the further development, promotion and coordination of addiction prevention and assistance against addiction in the Land, in cooperation with all relevant institutions and stakeholders. The Land has a network consisting of five specialised supra-regional centres for the prevention of addiction and a regional coordination centre.
162. Hamburg provides state funding for ten non-residential youth addiction counselling centres in order to ensure that sufficient assistance is available, especially for children and juveniles. Two of these subsidised counselling centres target children whose parents suffer from addiction, and therefore have a primary preventive effect. In response to the very significant increase in the influx of unaccompanied minor refugees to Hamburg since 2015, a special service has been created to reach unaccompanied (and increasingly also accompanied) minor refugees with offers of addiction treatment. In addition to out-patient services, there are in-patient facilities for addiction treatment. Hamburg-Eppendorf University Hospital (UKE) operates the drug and alcohol out-patient clinic for juveniles. Rehabilitation and reintegration measures are carried out in a specialist clinic for children and juveniles.
163. In Hesse, the Land Government largely funds the existing system of local specialist offices for addiction prevention, which are supported in their work and networked by the Hesse Land Office for Addiction Prevention. Parents, educators, as well as multipliers and children, are offered addiction prevention activities as early as possible. The Land has a wide range of evaluated, effective addiction prevention measures for children and juveniles. In the field of early childhood education, the “Papilio” project has proven to be an effective measure to enhance life skills and thus stop addictions developing. “Papilio” is an educational programme for kindergartens which is primarily aimed at preventing the development of addiction and violence in later childhood and adolescence. The Hesse Regional Office for Addiction Prevention’s explanatory videos on the dangers of alcohol and cannabis use, as well as medicine abuse, were published especially for refugees. The videos are also easily understandable for children and juveniles, and are available in five language versions (German, English, Arabic, Dari and Tigrinya). The “HaLT – Hart am Limit” (Close to the limit) project on alcohol prevention is being continued. North Rhine-Westphalia offers a comprehensive range of addiction and drug counselling centres. The Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs (MAGS) supports these counselling centres, amongst other things in the shape of specialist lump sums that are paid to municipalities. The counselling centres ensure that juveniles also have low-threshold access to addiction counselling. The offers can be used free of charge, and anonymously on request. In particular, advice on cannabis use by young people has been significantly expanded in recent years. Furthermore, children and juveniles with addictions have access to out-patient and in-patient treatment provided by child and youth psychiatric care services, as well as to rehabilitation services in addiction medicine.
164. Lower Saxony offers a wide range of assistance for addicts and those at risk from addiction, as well as parents with children in difficult circumstances, and thus also for the intersection of parents and expectant parents who are addicted to alcohol or drugs. A differentiated range of counselling and therapeutic assistance has been developed for both legal and illegal addictive substances. It was possible to implement assistance, such as strengthening preventive activities, e.g. in child day care centres and schools. There is an extensive assistance scheme system in place in Lower Saxony. In-patient treatment facilities for parents and children in addiction treatment have become established. In the out-patient sector, addiction treatment as an independent funding institution has set up youth welfare services in accordance with Book VIII of the Social Code in order to ensure that outreach support and care, focusing on addiction, is provided to affected family systems in settings where people live. In Rhineland-Palatinate, 42 addiction counselling centres and their 17 branch offices receive funding from the Land. Counselling is free of charge for addicts and their relatives, and is provided anonymously on request. Addiction prevention services are available, especially for young people. Large numbers of prevention measures are implemented in the regions of the Land through the structures supported by Land funds. Examples include the projects entitled MOVE (Motivating Conversation with Consuming Juveniles), SKOLL (Self-Control Training), the pupil multiplier seminar “In search of...”, or the alcohol prevention project entitled “HaLT – Close to the limit”.
165. Thuringia has three central specialist agencies that support addiction prevention in the municipalities. The Thuringian Specialist Unit for Addiction Prevention aims to bundle resources through regional networking and cooperation, thereby enhancing addiction prevention work on the ground. The Regional Association for Health Promotion in Thuringia (AGETHUR) particularly supports schools in their prevention work. The Addiction Treatment Prevention Centre in Thuringia (SiT) GmbH supports the implementation of concrete addiction prevention projects. The “child protection course” was developed as an interactive service in 2018. This course explains children’s rights in interactive stages, playfully sensitises their perception of violence and their body perception, and enhances their self-help skills in a child-friendly manner. The Land working party on child and youth protection in Thuringia trains experts in the project regions who can then act as moderators in the course work and coordinate grassroots project work. The project materials can be borrowed free of charge.
re g) standard of living (art. 27 paras. 1-3)

166. Baden-Württemberg organises the “Ideas Competition for Strategies against Poverty”. As part of this competition, 13 projects were selected by a jury which pursue novel approaches in poverty prevention and eradication and were funded for one year, starting in the summer of 2016. Some projects aimed to ensure the participation of disadvantaged children and juveniles, such as social inclusion in centres for mothers, reaching and supporting families in material and psychosocial stress situations, educational opportunities for families in need, an orientation week on “careers” for primary school children, as well as leisure activities for disadvantaged children from a social hotspot. The Land promotes prevention networks against child poverty in Singen, Pforzheim and Mannheim – three cities in which the rate of recipients of social benefits in accordance with Book II of the Social Code (SGB II) among the under-18s is particularly high. These networks help to promote children’s individual and social development, as well as their equal opportunities to participate in the life of society regardless of their parents’ income.
167. Bavaria has developed the overall concept known as “CURA – Coaching families to combat urban unemployment”, which looks at parental unemployment as a cause of child poverty. The “holistic approach”, which has been tested and successfully evaluated in the Land, focuses not only on long-term unemployed persons who are fit for work, but also on the entire family, and appropriately supports them wherever possible. The first part, “Coaching of joint households”, which forms an integral part of the Bavarian ESF programme, comprises support measures for activation, support and stabilisation. The first activities were launched in May 2017. The second component was launched on 1 March 2018 in the shape of the Land support programme entitled “CURA – Low-threshold Support for Joint Households by Youth Welfare Offices”. Bavaria also supports young parents by providing the Bavarian family benefit. All parents in Bavaria have been receiving 250 Euros per month for each child aged one and two since 1 September 2018, i.e. from 13 to 36 months of age, and 300 Euros per month from the third child onwards.
168. Berlin has set up a Land Commission for the Prevention of Child and Family Poverty, which is tasked with developing an interdepartmental strategy for the city as a whole, involving civil society. Strategic goals and process goals have already been developed for existential care, growing up healthily as well as education and participation. Targets for results are formulated, and concrete measures as well as indicators for the measurability of developments are described in the current work process. The perspective of children and juveniles on growing up in poverty will be determined with the help of qualitative research methods, and can then be incorporated into the work process.
169. The Round Table on Child Poverty was initiated in Brandenburg under the motto “Strong Families – Strong Children”. Together with the various state and social players, solution strategies and concrete options for action are to be developed to improve the societal participation of disadvantaged children. Representatives from clubs, initiatives, associations, municipalities, the political arena, administration and other institutions, as well as affected children and families, participate in the discourse.
170. The Thuringian Initiative for Integration and Poverty Reduction with Sustainability (TIZIAN) is being implemented in Thuringia to combat family and child poverty. TIZIAN is aimed at long-term unemployed parents furthest from the labour market falling under Book II of the Social Code, and their children. It is being implemented in close cooperation with the youth welfare service and the Job Centres. The aim of the initiative is the professional and social integration of adults, boosting their parenting and family skills, and supporting children and juveniles.
8. Education, leisure and cultural activities (arts. 28-31)

re a) The right to education, including vocational training and guidance (art. 28)

Measures of the Federation to boost the quality of child day care 

Programmes to enhance the quality of child day care. 
171. The federal “Language child day care centres: Because language is the key to the world” (2016 to 2020) programme promotes language instruction that is integrated into everyday life as an integral part of child day care. The programme is mainly aimed at child day care centres which are attended by an above-average number of children with special language needs. Language child day care centres receive two types of support: an additional specialist with language instruction expertise, and additional specialist external advice. More than 7,000 additional specialists will be funded in child day care centres and in specialist counselling. The programme is rooted in the successful approaches of the “Language & integration – Child day care centres with a focal point” programme (2011-2015).
172. The federal programme entitled “A good start at child day care centre: Building bridges for early education” (2017 to 2020) promotes low-threshold services that prepare and support access to child day care. The participating locations will receive funding for a coordination and network office, experts for the implementation of the offers as well as additional project funds. In addition, skill-building measures for (educational) specialists are promoted, as are measures that help to integrate specialists with a refugee background into this field of work.
173. The federal programme entitled “Child day care centre Plus: Because good care is not a matter of the time of day” (2016 to 2019) promotes extended childcare hours in child day care centres, crèches and in-home child day care in order to enable parents to better reconcile family and career. For this purpose, the projects’ staffing and investment costs are paid. They are additionally supported by project consultants. “Child Day Care Centre Plus network nodes” have also been funded since 2017 in order to place the newly-created municipal services on a sustainable basis.
174. The federal programme entitled “In-Home Child Day Care: Because the youngest need the closest possible care” (2016 to 2019) helps in the further development of the educational work of childminders, as well as the structural quality of in-home child day care. The federal programme supports municipalities in implementing the “Competence-orientated Qualification Manual for In-Home Child Day Care (QHB)”. The BMFSFJ supported in-home child day care in the “In-Home Child Day Care Action Programme” from 2008 to 2015. A new federal programme entitled “Pro-In-Home-Child Day Care: Where education begins for the youngest” will be launched from 2019 to 2021, building on the experience and results of the previous programme. Skill-building for child day carers, especially through the implementation of the QHB, and the framework conditions for their activities, are to be further improved.
175. The “Local Quality” programme aims to strengthen quality development in early education, care and upbringing nationwide to enable all children and families to benefit from optimal quality in early education. This is a joint project of the German Children’s and Youth Foundation, the BMFSFJ and the Jacobs Foundation.
176. The “German Child Day Care Centre Prize” was awarded for the first time in May 2018 in recognition of the commitment of specialists in child day care centres, as well as networks of funding institutions, local stakeholders and other institutions and facilities. The prize is also to be awarded in 2019 in the two categories “Child Day Care Centre of the Year” and “Local Alliance for Early Education of the Year”. The prize is an initiative of the Federal Ministry of Family Affairs and the German Children’s and Youth Foundation, in partnership with the Heinz and Heide Dürr Foundation, the Karg Foundation and the Didacta Association.
177. The BMFSFJ’s “Career Changers – Men and Women in Child Day Care Centres” programme supports pilot projects that try out paid training for kindergarten teachers and are specially tailored to career changers. One of the aims of the federal programme is to open up the profession of early childhood education more to men.
Measures taken by the Länder in early childhood education, in particular to create equal educational opportunities. 
178. Child day care in Bavaria is integrative and inclusive in accordance with the Bavarian Child Education and Care Act (BayKiBiG). Increased financial support is available for childcare places for children with disabilities, or for children whose parents are both of non-German-speaking origin. To support the specialist educational staff, there are handouts in Bavaria on inclusion in child day care facilities for children and on dealing with children with a refugee background. The preliminary German course supports children with a migration background when it comes to learning German. 

179. With regard to the measures to combat discrimination in the child day care centre sector, Brandenburg is orientated towards the “Guidelines for action for the implementation of the Federal Child Protection Act in accordance with section 45 of Book VIII of the Social Code” and “Safeguarding the rights of children as a quality feature of child day care facilities” of 2013. The aim is to develop sensitivity for these problems in child day care facilities, to establish the procedures on dealing with them, and then to make them binding on everyone.
180. Every child up to the age of 14 in Hamburg has a legal entitlement to day care beyond the general five-hour legal entitlement to the extent that their parents are away due to work, basic or further training, as well as in the case of urgent socio-educational support needs. Parental contributions have no longer been levied since 1 August 2014 for the basic five-hour package, including lunch. Support and counselling services exist to familiarise refugee families with the child day care centre system. These include parent-and-child centres that are directly connected to child day care centres, as well as neighbourhood-based parent mentoring projects in which parents with a migration background act as multipliers for educational and support services.
181. In Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, the support of children in day care facilities and in-home child day care constitutes a separate age- and development-specific educational, upbringing and care mandate in accordance with the Mecklenburg Western Pomerania Children’s Promotion Act (Kinderförderungsgesetz – KiföG MV). The aim of individual support is in particular to counteract disadvantages which stand in the way of equal opportunities when entering primary school.
182. The exemption from fees for parents who have children in a child day care centre from the age of three was enshrined in law in Lower Saxony as of August 2018. In order to meet the special needs of children with migration and/or refugee backgrounds, the Land supports funding institutions of child day care facilities and in-home child day care within the framework of skill-building initiatives and funding guidelines.
183. In North Rhine-Westphalia, in accordance with section 2 of the Children’s Education Act, every child has a right to education and to the development of his or her personality. All children are to be given good starting opportunities and prospects for a successful life. In accordance with section 3 subsection (1) of the Act, child day care facilities and in-home child day care have an independent educational, upbringing and care mandate. 
184. All children in Rhineland-Palatinate who attend kindergarten from the age of two are exempt from fees. This enables access to early education for all children, thus increasing equal opportunities. At the same time, the exemption from fees eases the financial burden on parents. Child day care centres in neighbourhoods with special development needs are additionally supported by Land funds. The funds to support children with special language needs in child day care centres were also increased. The number of places in child day care centres that are suitable for inclusive care and support of children with disabilities has been further expanded. The number of special-needs kindergartens pure and simple continues to go down.
185. Saxony-Anhalt revised its education programme in 2014, and placed children’s rights at the beginning of all its guidelines with the aim of adapting the early childhood education mandate accordingly. The Land has invested more than EUR 5 million in skill-building for specialised staff in order to implement the education programme. In addition, a Centre of Excellence for Early Education was established at Magdeburg-Stendal University of Applied Sciences in 2015 in order to ensure that scientific research takes place and support is provided for early childhood education processes. All children in Saxony-Anhalt have “barrier-free” access to all-day child care facilities.
186. In Schleswig-Holstein, amongst other things, an integrative language promotion concept was developed, further training and skill-building of educational specialists were expanded, and new training pathways for specialists at Universities were created. All children are admitted to child day care centres. The project entitled “Trauma education in child day care centres and family centres (TiK)” was launched in May 2016. The project offers qualification all over the Land, in-house workshops, case supervision and support for educational specialists in dealing with highly-stressed or traumatised girls and boys in child day care facilities and family centres. In order to strengthen children’s language skills and to enable them to prepare well for school, the Land supports child day care facilities in promoting the language education of children who either need to learn German better or who experience too little linguistic stimulation at home.
187. In Thuringia, the Thuringian Child Day Care Act (ThürKitaG) came into force in its revised form on 1 January 2018. It lays down the principle of inclusion in child day care facilities as the right of children with disabilities or at risk of disability. The inclusive process is supported by further training courses offered by the Thuringian Institute for Teacher Further Training, Curriculum Development and Media within the framework of the further training mandate in accordance with section 19 of the Thuringian Child Day Care Act, as well as by the specialist advice for the individual child day care facilities financed by the Land. The revision of this Act meant that parents of children in the last year of kindergarten were also exempted from paying fees, and thus further barriers to access were removed.
Children from ethnic minorities in schools. 
188. There are educational counsellors and mediators in Bremen, Hamburg and Schleswig-Holstein who are recruited from the national minority of Sinti and Roma. Their main aim is to improve communication and cooperation between home and school. Efforts are being made at individual locations in Hamburg and North Rhine-Westphalia to establish better cooperation between families and schools by teaching in their native tongue, namely Romani. In Baden-Württemberg, a State Treaty was signed in 2014 with the regional branch of the Association of German Sinti and Roma which provides amongst other things for the history and present situation of Sinti and Roma to be entrenched in the Land’s education plans.
189. The goals of the framework curriculum in Brandenburg include imparting knowledge of Sorbian and Wendish language, culture and history throughout the Land Brandenburg, sensitising the majority population to the minority of Sorbs and Wends, and thereby empowering this group.
190. In addition to the Land Constitution and Germany’s obligations under international law, the Schools Act (Schulgesetz – SchulG), the Teacher Training Act (Lehrkräftebildungsgesetz – LehrBG) and the Child Day Care Centres Act (KiTaG) form the legal basis for minority policy in Schleswig-Holstein. The Schools Act contains provisions on Lower German (section 4 subsection (6) of the Schools Act) and Frisian language, history and culture (section 4 subsection (5) of the Schools Act), as well as on the recognition and financing of schools of the Danish minority (Seventh Part, Chapter III). It is stipulated with regard to teacher training that the importance of the language, history and culture of the national Danish minority, the Frisian ethnic group and the minority of the German Sinti and Roma, as well as the importance of Lower German for the Land Schleswig-Holstein, must be included as a special requirement in teacher training. The Child Day Care Centres Act stipulates that the facilities decide, within the framework of the educational mandate incumbent upon them, how the minority languages as well as the regional language can be taken into account, and are responsible for creating appropriate offers. The Land made EUR 0.5 million available to districts and non-district towns from 2017 onwards for the promotion of regional and minority languages, in addition to the EUR 6 million provided for language instruction.
re d) Education on human rights and civic education
Education on human rights and democratisation in early childhood education.

191. The further development of the federal programme entitled “Living Democracy!” in 2017 introduced additional programme areas, including the promotion of democracy in education. Within the framework of this new programme area of “Living Democracy!”, for example, the cooperation project on “Democracy and Diversity in Child Day Care” of the BMFSFJ, the Working Party for Child and Youth Welfare (AGJ), and the six umbrella organisations of independent welfare, enhances the topics of democracy and diversity. The aim of the project is to teach children democratic skills at an early age and to promote social commitment from the very beginning. The Länder are also making efforts to implement education on human rights and civic education in early childhood education. Rhineland-Palatinate, for example, promotes democratisation and education on human rights in child day care centres in the 2017/2018 budget through a separate budget item, and funds regional forums for further training and for an exchange between specialists in child day care centres. Experts and managers in child day care in Lower Saxony are regularly offered training courses on the topics of diversity, intercultural skills, participation and value formation as part of the Land Youth Welfare Office’s further training programme. Selected child day care facilities in Lower Saxony receive support which implement the educational mandate in accordance with the educational goals described in the Lower Saxony Orientation Plan for Education and Upbringing in a special way. The concept “The nursery of democracy” makes it possible in Schleswig-Holstein to structurally entrench participation in child day care facilities. It is currently the most comprehensive concept for democratisation in German kindergartens, and was developed and tested in Schleswig-Holstein over a period of ten years. Bavaria is also implementing “The nursery of democracy”. Learning through human rights forms the fundamental principle of educational quality support for child day care centres there. Brandenburg follows the recommendations of the BAGLJÄ with regard to education on human rights and civic education in the child day care centre sector. In Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, section 1 subsection (2) of the Mecklenburg Western Pomerania Children’s Promotion Act formulates education for tolerance towards other people and acceptance of other cultures and ways of life.
re e) Rest, leisure, play, age-appropriate recreational activities, and free participation in cultural life and the arts (art. 31)

192. As part of cultural youth education, the BMFSFJ promotes prizes and competitions targeting children and juveniles (including the Youth Literature Prize, the Youth Film Prize, the Children’s and Youth Theatre Prize and the Youth Music Competition). The BMFSFJ furthermore helps promote sports for children and juveniles through the German Sports Youth Organisation and the Federal Youth Games, amongst other activities. The Coalition Agreement defines cultural youth education as an important field of political action in order to give all children and juveniles equal educational opportunities and access to cultural activities, thereby enhancing their individual personality development and participation in society.
193. The BMFSFJ’s youth strategy entitled “Working towards a society fit for young people to live in” has accorded particular importance to the topic of “Freedoms”, making it one of its four fields of action. This is about providing spaces for play and experimentation as well as refuges and “counter-worlds” to adult society. 

194. With the programmes for the promotion of urban development, in particular urban development promotion and the investment pact by the name of “Social Neighbourhood Integration”, the Federal Ministry of the Interior, Building and Community (BMI), together with the Federal Länder, supports the municipalities in their investments aiming to improve quality of life in the neighbourhoods. This also includes the child-friendly preparation and design of easily accessible, high-quality open spaces, such as green areas, playgrounds and sports grounds, as well as facilities of socio-cultural infrastructure such as child day care facilities for children, youth recreation facilities and family centres. 

195. With the White Paper entitled “Urban Green” in 2017, the Federation also presented concrete measures on how it would like to support the municipalities in securing and upgrading high-quality urban green spaces, and thus creating a child-friendly environment. It also aims to strengthen youth participation in this area. The BMI’s Urban Development Youth Forum contributes to this.
196. In Berlin, there are various activities for children and juveniles within extracurricular education for leisure activities, recreation and free participation in cultural and artistic life, such as youth leisure facilities, youth art schools, music schools and youth cultural centres. The activities and measures of cultural education for children and juveniles are bundled and implemented in Berlin with the Berlin Framework Concept for Cultural Education. Cultural education projects are supported by the Berlin Project Fund for Cultural Education. The Youth Culture Service is a city-wide service facility offering a comprehensive range of leisure activities for children and juveniles. The Super Holiday Pass that is issued there offers amongst other things discounted cultural and sporting events, activities, day trips, theatre visits and holiday activities for children and juveniles.
197. Cultural education in Hamburg is an integral part of schools’ educational mandate. All children and juveniles are individually entitled to cultural education at school. Both the lessons, especially in the artistic subjects of fine arts, music and drama, as well as working parties and projects and many other different forms of school coexistence and cooperation with creative artists, make a decisive contribution in this regard. A framework concept is moreover in place in Hamburg that sees child and youth culture as a relevant area of experience and creativity in the cultural sphere.

198. In Hesse, the realisation of the right to leisure time, play, age-appropriate active recreation and free participation in cultural and artistic life is assigned, amongst other things, to the promotion of youth work in associations and extracurricular youth education (sections 35 et seqq. of the Hesse Child and Youth Welfare Code - HKJGB). The Hesse Building Code (Hessische Bauordnung – HBO) contains a provision on children’s playgrounds (section 8 of the Hesse Building Code) in accordance with which playgrounds for children are to be set up and maintained on the building plot or in the immediate vicinity when apartment buildings are constructed. It has also been stipulated since mid-2018 that these must be accessible on a barrier-free basis.
199. Lower Saxony is sponsoring the “SCHOOL:CULTURE” project together with the Mercator Foundation in a second phase in which a total of 36 schools in Lower Saxony and their cultural partners are participating. Pupils are to be motivated to engage in cultural activities, and methods for participating in cultural education are to be further developed. Lower Saxony is also promoting the cultural education of children and juveniles in rural areas in four regions and regional associations with the “KuBiRegio” project.
200. North Rhine-Westphalia supports cultural work with children and young people in the Land with funds from the child and youth promotion plan to the tune of around EUR 2.39 million per year. The structures of cultural youth work are also supported with EUR 3.38 million per year. With the NRW Cultural Promotion Act of 2014, the Land North Rhine-Westphalia has placed a special focus in cultural education on cooperation between culture, education and youth. With the beginning of the school year 2015/2016, a cultural education programme for primary schools based on cooperation with extracurricular partners was introduced across the Land with “JeKits – Instruments, dancing and singing for every child”. 231 municipalities in North Rhine-Westphalia are now taking part in the “NRW Culture Backpack” programme, which was set up in 2012 and facilitates the cultural participation of children and juveniles aged between ten and 14 in cooperation between youth and cultural facilities.
201. Rhineland-Palatinate has taken numerous measures in recent years aiming to promote the cultural education and participation of children and juveniles. Children and juveniles who were not born in Germany are just as much a self-evident part of the target group as, for example, young people with disabilities. The intensification of cultural education work has also focused on young people who have had to flee their homeland. Following on from the Land’s “Art for Every Child” programme, the Land Government launched the “Generation K” (“Generation C”) project in 2017, in cooperation with the Mercator Foundation. This aims to promote cooperation between the educational and cultural sectors for sustainable and high-quality cultural educational work, and to advance cultural development in schools. Rhineland-Palatinate promotes children’s city plans, which are developed together with children. Children are stimulated to engage with their living environment and included in the inventory of a child-friendly infrastructure as well as in identifying sources of danger and development requirements. 63 children’s city plans have now been supported by the Land Government. Schleswig-Holstein supports the recognised independent youth welfare funding institutions which implement offers and activities for children and juveniles as part of the youth associations’ work. The aim is to offer children and juveniles a diverse range of topics for the different interests in youth work (see section 11 subsection (3) of Book VIII of the Social Code), and to give them access to and the opportunity to participate in such activities. The Land’s Youth Promotion Act (Jugendförderungsgesetz – JuFöG) emphasises the importance of cultural education for children and juveniles in promoting young people’s personality development and cultural skills. The Schleswig-Holstein Land Association for Cultural Child and Youth Education, and its nine working parties and associations, provide training for youth work multipliers in Schleswig-Holstein through their further training activities. In addition, they offer children and juveniles a variety of extracurricular cultural education seminars.
202. Thuringia promotes three staff posts for senior administration experts at the Land Association for Cultural Youth Education (Landesvereinigung für kulturelle Jugendbildung e. V.) as part of the Land Youth Promotion Plan. Within the framework of cultural youth work and youth education, orientation and self-efficacy are made possible for young people, and joint action can be experienced. Contact for young people with different cultures and languages of origin promotes an openness towards new things. In this respect, participation, as well as equitable participation, intercultural education, integration and media literacy are essential topics of cultural youth education which are offered via the LKJ e. V. and its member associations.
9. Special protection measures (arts. 22, 30, 32, 33, 35, 36, 37 (b)-(d) and 38-40)

re a) “refugee children” (art. 22), unaccompanied asylum-seeking children, children affected by migration
Measures to support the integration of refugee children into the education system.
203. Integration of refugee children and juveniles is a local process and takes place in the municipalities. The BMFSFJ has launched the federal “Welcome among friends” programme to support municipalities in this endeavour. Six regional service offices help municipalities welcome refugee children and juveniles to child day care centres and schools, and help them make the transition to working life. The federal programme is implemented jointly with the German Children and Youth Foundation (DKJS) and the Federal Government Commissioner for Migration, Refugees and Integration.
204. The nationwide funding institutions of political youth education work together in the Federal “Living Democracy!” programme as part of the “Empowered by Democracy” project. The target groups are young refugees and German juveniles. They are invited to attend seminars and workshops on this question and on co-existence in democracy. The project promotes exchanges among professionals, the development of diversity-conscious practices, and new partnerships in political youth education. Young refugees are to be encouraged and enabled to become team leaders and to deal with issues from their lives in political education formats that they themselves have chosen.
The age assessment
205. Some Federal Länder such as Baden-Württemberg, Rhineland-Palatinate and Schleswig-Holstein have issued guidelines or recommendations for carrying out the age assessment of unaccompanied minor refugees in accordance with section 42 f of Book VIII of the Social Code
. For example, the recommendations of the BAGLJÄ of April 2017 and those of the Federal Association for Unaccompanied Minor Refugees on how to assess the age of unaccompanied minors also offer guidance, for example, to the youth welfare offices in Thuringia in the implementation of the official proedure for age assessment.
Identification of child soldiers. 
206. In Berlin, a detailed case history is taken during a clearing phase, usually lasting three months, in the central facilities for taking unaccompanied underage refugees into care, by experts specialising in the group of persons with their particular refugee background, before they are transferred to youth welfare facilities tailored to their needs with the start of further services planning. This makes it possible to identify children and adolescents who are at risk of forced recruitment. Suitable educational, socio-educational and psychological support can be provided in the facilities. In 2017, the youth welfare offices were furthermore obliged, within the framework of their emergency power of representation, to submit an asylum application without delay as early as during the initial phase of their taking into care in accordance with section 42 of Book VIII of the Social Code, if facts confirmed by a case-by-case examination confirm that the child or the juvenile needs international protection within the meaning of section 1 subsection (1) No. 2 of the Asylum Act (Asylgesetz – AsylG). An examination of the grounds for protection for an asylum application is carried out in this context in Berlin and, if necessary, asylum counselling for minors is arranged, which also takes into account the risk or existence of forced recruitment. However, the minor must first of all experience security and stability in order to be able to talk about what he or she has been through. Furthermore, emotional maturity is relevant. Such facts therefore only become known in some cases when the guardian is already responsible for an asylum application and can act accordingly. The Federal Office for Migration and Refugees (BAMF) is responsible for examining asylum applications. 
Accommodation of asylum-seeking children and juveniles. 
207. A federal initiative was launched under the joint auspices of the BMFSFJ and UNICEF to protect refugees in refugee accommodations. Minimum standards for the protection of women and children against violence in refugee accommodations were published for the first time in the summer of 2016. With the support of 30 organisations and associations, as well as people living in refugee accommodations, these minimum standards were revised and published in a new edition in 2017.
 In particular, annexes on refugees with disabilities and the group of LGBTIQ refugees were also drawn up. With funds from the BMFSFJ, up to 100 staff posts for coordinating violence protection in refugee accommodations will be funded nationwide until the end of 2018. Together with the management of the accommodations, and with the help of a training course developed for this purpose by UNICEF, the violence protection coordinators will draw up specific concepts for the protection of refugees in refugee accommodations on the basis of the minimum standards, and will implement these in the accommodations.

208. Bavaria has developed a broad protection concept to protect children in asylum accommodations. For example, the personnel deployed are carefully selected by the district governments, prepared for the special situation faced by asylum-seekers, and taught to treat them with sensitivity. In addition, there are advisory and support services. Thus, social workers, social educationalists or comparably-qualified specialist staff provide support as part of refugee and integration counselling. In addition, Bavaria will be appointing State Violence Protection Coordinators from the beginning of 2019. Bavaria has been offering lessons in law since January 2016 as a building block in violence prevention, including the protection of children, in its collective accommodation facilities. These teach asylum-seekers the fundamental values of the German legal and constitutional system. Unaccompanied minor refugees constitute a specific target group within youth welfare for whom it is particularly important to ensure needs-based structures and services in cooperation with other relief spanning jurisdictions. Basic recommendations for action and conceptual orientation aids were developed within the framework of the “For.UM”, a committee made up of representatives of the responsible funding institutions of independent and public youth welfare, the responsible departments of the Bavarian State Government, the central municipal associations, the home supervisory authority of the district governments, as well as representatives of industry.
209. In Brandenburg, a large number of structural, personnel and organisational precautions have been taken in the Land’s initial reception centre in order to ensure that minor asylum-seekers receive optimum protection against violence, abuse and neglect. Amongst other things, in January 2018 the authority, together with the operator of the centre, adopted a concept for the identification and consideration of the interests of vulnerable persons within the meaning of the EU’s Reception Conditions Directive. An essential part of the concept deals with the protection of minors. Social counselling staff are sensitised and receive further training for their areas of work in the culture-specific handling of minor refugees.
210. Measures to care for minor unaccompanied refugees are set out in a central, Land-wide action plan in Hamburg. Families should be accommodated in family rooms wherever possible. As part of care, it is ensured that children receive snacks; special paediatric consultation hours are held as part of primary healthcare. Doctors, social workers and parents work together to combat the trauma suffered and find ways of coping with it, with the aid of specialist physicians. A protection concept (in particular protection against violence) was drawn up for administrative staff, social workers, volunteers and residents of the facility for the protection of children.
Detention of minors pending deportation. 
211. The especial vulnerability of children and juveniles during detention is taken into account in Baden-Württemberg by virtue of the fact that they are not taken into detention pending deportation as a matter of principle. Unaccompanied minors in Berlin are deported without being placed into detention pending deportation if the competent authorities so decide. Minors are not detained in Hamburg in order to prepare for or ensure their deportation (section 62 of the Residence Act – Aufenthaltsgesetz – AufenthG). In North Rhine-Westphalia, the Guidelines for Detention Pending Deportation (Detention Pending Deportation Guidelines – Abschiebungshaftrichtlinien – AHaftRL) in the version of 8 June 2016 provide that, as a matter of principle, no applications should be made for the detention of minors pending deportation.
re c) Children in street situations
212. On the part of the Federation, the BMFSFJ supports projects for street children and juveniles as part of the STRENGTHENING YOUTH initiative. These currently include four pilot projects with a total funding volume of 400,000 Euro in 2017 and 2018. The four pilot projects try out new approaches in working with young people who are homeless or threatened by homelessness.
213. The Länder also support projects targeting children and juveniles living on the streets.
214. In Baden-Württemberg, for example, a total of three pilot projects for the further development of youth welfare work have been supported in this thematic area since 2014, and the brochure Highlights: “Young homeless people” has been published, which is aimed at a broad specialist public.
215. The focus of the MOMO project in Hamburg, which was launched on 1 April 2016, is to reach young people aged up to 27 who find themselves living in difficult situations in a manner decoupled from the existing assistance system, and to serve as a bridge between them and facilities and services. Assistance is provided on a low-threshold basis in the form of peer-to-peer counselling.
re d) Children in situations of exploitation, including measures for their physical and psychological recovery and social reintegration
216. In North Rhine-Westphalia, in accordance with section 4a subsection (1) of the Act on Cemeteries and Funerals (Gesetz über das Friedhofs- and Bestattungswesen – Bestattungsgesetz – BestG NRW), tombstones and grave borders made of natural stone may only be erected in a cemetery if they have been quarried, processed and worked on in countries in whose territory the production of natural stone does not contravene International Labour Organisation (ILO) Convention No 182 of 17 June 1999 concerning the prohibition and immediate action for the elimination of the worst forms of child labour, or if it has been confirmed by a certifying body that the production was carried out without resorting to the worst forms of child labour, and that the stones are permanently marked as certified by the application of a seal or in some other way. The legal ban on the use of natural stone in buildings, which is subject to permission, has so far led to a heightening of awareness of the topic of child labour, at least among stakeholders, and may have also contributed to a tendency towards an improvement in the working conditions of children in the natural stone sector in individual countries.
re e) Children in conflict with the law, child witnesses of crimes and juvenile justice
217. The courts in Hamburg endeavour to limit measures involving deprivation of liberty to the absolute minimum by providing places in so-called juvenile court accommodation. Juvenile court accommodation is an open facility aiming to provide intensive support to young offenders in order to prevent them from committing any more crimes. This frequently makes it possible to avoid from the outset, or at least significantly shorten, the remand detention period for juveniles which is detrimental to them.
218. In Schleswig-Holstein, the Act on the Enforcement of Juvenile Penalty in Schleswig-Holstein (Gesetz über den Vollzug der Jugendstrafe in Schleswig-Holstein – JStVollzG SH) of 19 December 2007, and the Act on the Enforcement of Juvenile Detention in Schleswig-Holstein (Gesetz über den Vollzug des Jugendarrests in Schleswig-Holstein – JAVollzG) of 2 December 2014, primarily provide for an educational form of incarceration. When it comes to juvenile justice, non-custodial measures (care orders, social training courses, settlement between offender and victim, community service, etc.), which are more effective and less expensive than custodial measures, are just as established in criminal justice in practice as the probationary suspension of youth penalty.
10. Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography
a) Implementation of the recommendations in the Committee’s previous concluding observations under the Optional Protocol
Data collection.

219. The offences listed in the Optional Protocol that occur in Germany are recorded in the Police Crime Statistics in accordance with uniform nationwide criteria. Both victim data and statistical parameters of the offence are recorded here. Gender, nationality and age are for example also registered with regard to the victims. The Federal Criminal Police Office prepares a situation report on human trafficking and exploitation based on the nationwide police findings. In addition, the Federal Criminal Police Office continuously exchanges situation information with the Land Criminal Police Offices.

220. According to the database of the Federal Situation Report on Human Trafficking, which was expanded in 2016, there were 21 victims of sexual exploitation offences under the age of 18 in 2016, and 163 in 2017. The number of cases recorded relating to the dissemination, acquisition, possession or production of child and youth pornography increased from 6,428 in 2010 to 7,818 in 2017. Further details can be found in Annex 2.
The National Action Plan.

221. The Federal Government is pursuing a comprehensive approach towards combating offences in accordance with the Optional Protocol, and is continuously enhancing its strategies.

222. The BMFSFJ is currently finalising the Federal Cooperation Concept entitled “Protection and Assistance in Trafficking in and Exploitation of Children”, which was drawn up by ECPAT Deutschland e.V. together with experts from theory and practice. The aim is to provide children and adolescents with adequate protection against trafficking and exploitation, to support those affected and to ensure effective criminal prosecution, whilst avoiding possible retraumatisation or renewed victimisation. To this end, organisational and communicative structures are to be set up or expanded in Germany which will enable cooperation and collaboration independently of individual persons between the specialist stakeholders on the ground. A coordinated cooperation mechanism is to help better identify those concerned and introduce adequate protection measures more quickly. Children and adolescents are thus to be spared an unnecessarily long journey through various institutions. In addition, the consistent implementation and application of the provisions on victims’ rights will make it possible to handle cases more gently under criminal law. All forms of exploitation that have been registered as human trafficking under criminal law since the Act Implementing Directive 2011/36/EU came into force in the autumn of 2016 are to be taken into account here. 
Implementation of the Federal Cooperation Concept.
223. A Federation-Länder NGO meeting was held at the BMFSFJ in March 2018 at which experts exchanged information and networked on the subject of trafficking and exploitation of children, and agreed on further steps for cooperation. Four regional conferences are to be held in the Federal Länder by 2019 to plan the implementation of the cooperation concept. In 2018, the Länder are to be provided with a “promotion package” to facilitate the implementation of the Cooperation Concept and digital learning opportunities on the subject. In addition, reference is made to the established measures that were mentioned in the Third and Fourth Reports.

“No Grey Zones on the Internet” network. 
224. The Federal Government initiated the “No Grey Zones on the Internet” network in 2014 in order to combat all forms of sexual exploitation of children and to promote the international condemnation of depictions pertaining to the grey zone. The grey zone includes depictions of minors which are not deemed offences punishable under criminal law in all countries, but which are disseminated for sexual purposes. This also includes depictions which are already covered by criminal law in Germany in accordance with section 184b subsection (1) Nos. 1 (b) and (c) of the Criminal Code (child pornography) and section 184c subsection (1) No. 1 (b) of the Criminal Code (juvenile pornography), as well as those which are considered impermissible under the laws regarding the protection of minors in the media. Existing complaints offices, companies in the Internet industry and the “Don’t become an offender” network support one another within the network. The complaints offices accept reports on depictions from the grey zone, and they forward criminal content, as well as content that is relevant under the law on protection of minors in the media, to investigating authorities and their counterpart hotlines abroad, and contact service-providers in order to see to it that content is deleted.
Coordination and evaluation.

225. A joint consultation process involving several Federal Ministries was launched in 2016 against the background of the reform of human trafficking offences. It will examine both the establishment of an independent national reporting body on human trafficking to the detriment of adults and children, and the possibility of establishing a mechanism to improve the coordination of all the Federal Government’s anti-human trafficking strategies and actions. Civil society and the Länder will be involved. The aim is to develop a joint proposal in accordance with the mandate from the Coalition Agreement, and to set up the corresponding structures in this legislative period.

b) Any major developments concerning legal and policy measures taken towards the implementation of the Optional Protocol, including whether all acts defined under arts. 2 and 3 have been incorporated in the criminal legislation of the State party and whether extraterritorial jurisdiction over such crimes has been exercised;
Criminalisation of child trafficking in accordance with section 236 of the Criminal Code. 
226. Child trafficking is punishable in accordance with section 236 of the Criminal Code. Depending on the offence, fines or up to five years’ imprisonment are provided for as punishment. In accordance with section 236 subsection (1), sentence 1, of the Criminal Code, whosoever in gross neglect of his duties of care and education leaves his child, ward or foster child under eighteen years of age with another for an indefinite period for material gain or with the intent of enriching himself or a third person is liable to imprisonment not exceeding five years or a fine. In accordance with section 236 subsection (2), sentence 1, of the Criminal Code, whosoever unlawfully procures the adoption of a person under eighteen years of age (No. 1) and engages in procurement activity with the aim of a third person taking a person under eighteen years of age into his home for an indefinite period (No. 2) is liable to punishment. Both cases falling under section 236 subsection (2), sentence 1, of the Criminal Code are contingent on an act for material gain or with the intent of enrichment. The penalty is imprisonment not exceeding three years or a fine. Whosoever, as an agent for the adoption of a person under eighteen years of age, grants a financial reward to a person in exchange for the required consent to the adoption incurs the same penalty (section 236 subsection (2), sentence 2). If the offender in cases under the 1st sentence above causes the procured person to be brought into Germany or abroad, the penalty is imprisonment not exceeding five years or a fine (section 236 subsection (2), sentence 3, of the Criminal Code). The attempt is punishable (section 236 subsection (3) of the Criminal Code). Section 236 subsection (4) of the Criminal Code contains qualifying offences leading to imprisonment from six months to ten years if the offender seeks profit or acts on a commercial basis or as a member of a gang whose purpose is the continued commission of child trafficking (No. 1), or if the offender by the act places the child or the procured person in danger of a substantial impairment of his physical or mental development (No. 2).
227. Germany has fundamentally revised the criminal provisions relating to human trafficking by means of the Act to Improve the Combating of Human Trafficking and to Amend the Federal Central Register Act and Book VIII of the Social Code, which entered into force on 15 October 2016. In addition to reorganising the criminal provisions on human trafficking, the Act extended the scope of the law to include cases of human trafficking for the purpose of committing punishable acts and begging, as well as for the purpose of organ trafficking. Similarly, the qualifying offence has been extended to cover cases in which the victim is under 18 years of age. Furthermore, the new offences of forced prostitution, work exploitation and exploitation by means of deprivation of liberty were included.

228. In accordance with section 232a subsection (1) of the Criminal Code, amongst other things whoever induces another person under the age of 21 to engage in or continue prostitution, or to engage in sexual acts which exploit him or her, on or in front of the offender or a third person, or to have such acts conducted by the offender or a third person on himself or herself, is liable to prosecution.
Criminalisation in accordance with 232b of the Criminal Code – “forced labour” - and section 233 of the Criminal Code – “work exploitation”. 
229 Work exploitation can be punished in accordance with a variety of provisions of supplementary criminal law, as well as in accordance with section 232b of the Criminal Code – “forced labour” – and section 233 of the Criminal Code – “work exploitation” – in the version applicable since the entry into force of the Act to Improve the Combating of Human Trafficking on 15 October 2016.
230. In accordance with section 232b subsection (1) of the Criminal Code, whosoever exploits another person’s predicament or helplessness arising from being in a foreign country, or whosoever causes another person aged under 21 to take up or continue exploitative employment, or to enter into slavery, servitude or bonded labour, or into conditions corresponding to or similar to same, or into begging in which he is exploited, is liable to imprisonment from six months to ten years. If this is done by force, by threat of serious harm, or by trickery, the penalty is imprisonment from one year to ten years (section 232b subsection (3) of the Criminal Code). In accordance with section 233 subsection (1) of the Criminal Code, whosoever exploits another person’s predicament or helplessness arising from being in a foreign country to subject them to slavery, servitude or bonded labour, or exploits another person under the age of 21 through employment in accordance with section 232 subsection (1), second sentence, of the Criminal Code, is liable inter alia to imprisonment not exceeding three years or a fine. Exploitative employment is therefore deemed to exist if the employment is carried out in the ruthless pursuit of profit under working conditions which are strikingly disproportionate to the working conditions of those employees who are in the same or comparable employment.
On the possibility of extraterritorial application of German criminal law in accordance with Article 4 of the Optional Protocol. 
231. The possibility of the extraterritorial application of German criminal law in accordance with Article 4 of the Optional Protocol is guaranteed by the relevant provisions contained in sections 3 to 9 of the Criminal Code, including the application of the “aut dedere aut iudicare” principle referred to in Article 4 para. 2 of the Optional Protocol
 by means of section 7 subsection (2) No. 2 of the Criminal Code. The groups of cases stipulated in art. 4 para. 2 of the Optional Protocol, and exclusively provided as optional rules, are also largely covered by German law when the perpetrator of an offence committed abroad is a German national or a person who has his habitual residence in its territory, or when the victim is a German national. German criminal law applies across the board to all offences committed abroad if the offender or the victim is German (section 7 subsection (1) and subsection (2) No. 1 of the Criminal Code); German criminal law also applies to foreign offenders who have committed offences abroad and are discovered in Germany if they are not extradited (cf. for details section 7 subsection (2) No. 2 of the Criminal Code). The fact that section 7 of the Criminal Code makes the applicability of German criminal law conditional on the act constituting a criminal offence at the locality of its commission, or on that locality not being subject to any criminal jurisdiction, also does not contradict the requirements of Article 4 of the Optional Protocol. But even in this respect, German criminal law, on the basis of special provisions in sections 5 and 6 of the Criminal Code, also applies to material offences committed abroad relating to the offences listed in Article 3, regardless of whether or not the offence constitutes a criminal offence at the locality of its commission. For instance, German criminal law applies in accordance with section 6 Nos. 4 and 6 of the Criminal Code to offences committed abroad in accordance with section 232 of the Criminal Code (human trafficking), and to the distribution and acquisition of child pornography inter alia in cases falling under section 184b subsections (1) and (2) of the Criminal Code (child pornography), and of section 184c subsections (1) and (2) of the Criminal Code (juvenile pornography), regardless of the law of the locality of their commission. Criminalisation at the locality of commission is also not necessary for the abduction of minors (section 235 subsection (2) No. 2 of the Criminal Code), and for forced marriage (section 237 of the Criminal Code), including if the victim has his or her usual residence in Germany (section 5 No.  6 (b) and (c) of the Criminal Code). Finally, child abuse offences also do not require the deed to constitute an offence at the locality of their commission (sections 176 et seqq. of the Criminal Code) if the offender is German (section 5 No. 8 of the Criminal Code).
232. There is no need in Germany to use the Optional Protocol as a legal basis for extraditions. Where cooperation is based on the international treaties on extradition that are generally applicable to Germany, these instruments offer binding, clear rules. The Act on International Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters (Gesetz über die internationale Rechtshilfe in Strafsachen – IRG) enables non-treaty-based extraditions to be carried out in accordance with art. 5 of the Optional Protocol. The requirement of double criminality in respect of the offences dealt with in the Optional Protocol has not prevented extradition in practice. In addition, reference is made to the comments on art. 5 in Germany’s Implementation Report.

c) Measures to establish liability of legal persons for offences under the Optional Protocol
233. The liability of legal persons and associations of persons for regulatory and criminal offences is governed by section 30 of the Act on Regulatory Offences (Gesetz über Ordnungswidrigkeiten – OwiG). This also applies to responsibility for offences in accordance with the Optional Protocol. There has been no change in this respect since 2014.
d) Prevention measures and promotion of awareness of the harmful effects of the offences under the Optional Protocol
Dissemination and awareness-raising.
234. The Federal Government is committed to raising awareness of the provisions contained in the Optional Protocol and to raising greater awareness among professionals and the public through various measures.
235. The “Programme of Police Crime Prevention of the Länder and the Federation (Programm Polizeiliche Kriminalprävention der Länder und des Bundes – ProPK)” has the mission of providing information to the population, media and governmental and non-governmental facilities about manifestations of crime and opportunities to prevent it. ProPK carries out crime prevention-related press and public relations work, which also includes offences under the Optional Protocol. Target type-specific information on prevention, as well as materials, are offered online, for example on the topics “Children safe online”, “Prevent abuse” and “Sexual offences”.

236. In order to improve the protection of children and juveniles against sexual exploitation on the Internet, the BMFSFJ is promoting the information portal “Look what your children are doing with media”, as a preventive tool targeting parents and families as a media guide and the “jugend.support” counselling and assistance portal.
 Consulting partners such as Number against Worries and the juuuport association are integrated into the “jugend.support” platform, to which people seeking advice can be referred if they need individual advice and support.
Further education. 
237. There is a range of different, sector-specific further training activities. For example, the BMFSFJ promotes various basic and further training activities through ECPAT Deutschland e.V. The Federal Criminal Police Office offers a specialist course on “Human trafficking for the purpose of sexual exploitation” twice per year, which is also attended by employees of the Land Criminal Police Offices. The German Judicial Academy furthermore offers specific events, including on human trafficking. 

238. The ECPAT Deutschland e.V. association has developed a multidisciplinary training concept for experts, and conducts regional network workshops for youth welfare offices, specialist counselling centres, the Federal Office for Refugees and Migration (BAMF), the police and other child protection agencies, as well as specialist training courses. An Internet-based training tool was also developed. As part of the “ReACT – Reinforcing Assistance to Child Victims of Trafficking” project, ECPAT groups conducted further training courses focusing on identifying trafficked children. A video entitled “I need help” and a child-friendly information brochure were produced and published in 13 languages. It contains important general information, for instance on access to education, medicine and accommodation, as well as contact information for counselling centres and help hotlines.
239. The German Judicial Academy has been hosting the event entitled “International Human Trafficking and Smuggling of Migrants”, for judges and prosecutors organised by North Rhine-Westphalia, since 2014. In addition, judges and prosecutors can take part in the “International Human Rights Protection” event, which has been held every two years since 2016. Furthermore, the conference on “Unaccompanied Minor Refugees” is offered at the same intervals for judges.
240. The group of topics “child trafficking, child prostitution and child pornography” is an established part of basic and further police training in Bavaria. In addition to sensitising all law enforcement officers to the topic, teaching the basics of intercultural skills, and dealing with victims, in-depth training is offered for specialists. Workshops facilitate a regular exchange of experience between the specialists. Joint, function-related further training courses for specialists and managers are also offered in close cooperation with the Land Youth Welfare Office.
241. All police personnel in Berlin have the opportunity to attend a further training course on “human trafficking” that is offered twice a year by the Police Academy. This is a three-day course which also includes contributions from the public prosecution office and from NGOs. In addition, the relevant specialist departments of Berlin Land Criminal Police Office are involved in the training as part of a series of lectures that is held at the Berlin School of Economics and Law.
242. In Hamburg, there are additional further training courses on the subject of victim protection for experienced specialists in this field, as well as for specialists and volunteers engaged in youth welfare work and refugee assistance, so that offences under the Optional Protocol can be better recognised and dealt with. There are also plans for an interdisciplinary training course for specialists on manifestations and support concepts, as well as on the assistance that is available regarding child trafficking and other victim protection issues in Hamburg in 2019.
243. In Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, the contents of the Optional Protocol are taught to police officers in training, studies and further training. Interdisciplinary victim protection conferences were held at the University of Applied Sciences for Public Administration, Police and Judicial Administration (FHöVPR) in Güstrow in 2016 and 2017.
 An interdisciplinary victim protection conference is also to be held in 2018. The “Guide to the police handling of offences against sexual self-determination” was updated in 2018, and also contains specific information on how to deal with minors.
244. The Police University in Rhineland-Palatinate has updated the contents of the seminar on “Child pornography for case-officers”. It is planned to provide the Rhineland-Palatinate police with equipment and further training for audiovisual interrogations.
245. Several further training courses on combating child pornography are offered by the Federal Criminal Police Office and by NGOs for police personnel as part of the security cooperation between the Länder Berlin, Brandenburg, Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt and Thuringia.
Identification of victims of offences in accordance with the Optional Protocol.
246. The cooperation concept mentioned in section 10a shows how the identification of minor victims can be promoted. 

247. Within the framework of border police controls carried out by the Federal Police, special attention is paid to the protection of minors in order to prevent them from being unlawfully removed from persons who have custody of them. In the case of accompanied minors, for example, the border guard checks whether the accompanying person has custody over the minor, particularly in cases where the minor is accompanied by only one adult and there are well-founded grounds for suspecting that he or she has been unlawfully removed from the person having custody over him or her. More detailed investigations are carried out in case of suspicion. Border guards carry out detailed checks of the travel documents and travel tickets of unaccompanied minors, in particular in order to ensure that they do not leave the national territory against the will of the person or persons having custody.

248. In addition, the Federal Länder have also taken their own steps for prevention and to identify victims of offences in accordance with the Optional Protocol.
249. In Bavaria, police officers specially tasked with helping victims of crime are available to all those seeking advice and assistance in this sphere over all the police headquarters. The target group of children and juveniles has “youth officers” at every Bavarian police station. These specially-trained officers also visit schools and other places, which enables them to reach children directly. Furthermore, they also serve as contact persons for teachers, and can advise them in general or on specific cases. In addition, self-assertion and civic courage skills are boosted in the projects carried out or supervised by the police in order to be able to react correctly in certain dangerous situations.
250. In Hamburg, the competent authorities and a specialist counselling centre work together in case of reports of child trafficking involving unaccompanied minors entering the country and being taken into care. There are fixed contacts who hold joint case conferences on a case-by-case basis. Strategies and activities to better identify victims of child trafficking will also be refined as the concept of combating violence against women and girls, human trafficking and violence in nursing care is updated.
Sexual abuse and exploitation in tourism.

251. In order to counteract the sexual abuse and exploitation of children and juveniles in tourism, awareness raising was promoted both among employees of the tourism industry in Germany and in the destination countries, as well as among travellers, in particular through information within the framework of the “Don’t look away!” child protection campaign. The centrepiece of this campaign is a low-threshold reporting platform providing a link to report suspicious cases either to the Federal Criminal Police Office or to ECPAT.
 This is intended to lay the foundation for effective criminal prosecution and enforcement. The reporting platform was included in the Federal Foreign Office’s “Sicher Reisen” app. The measures relating to the in-flight spot entitled “Witness” and the “Code of Conduct” mentioned in the Third and Fourth State Party Reports continue to apply.

e) Measures taken to provide social reintegration and physical and psychological recovery for child victims of offences under the Optional Protocol and to ensure that they have access to procedures to seek compensation
252. In accordance with section 406i of the Code of Criminal Procedure (Strafprozessordnung – StPO), injured parties must be informed as early as possible, in writing as a rule, and as far as possible in a language that they understand, of their rights in criminal proceedings, including of the fact that they can assert a pecuniary claim arising from the criminal offence by way of the “adhesion procedure”, within criminal proceedings. In accordance with section 406j No. 3 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, the police and all agencies coming into contact with the victim in a professional capacity are furthermore obliged to inform injured parties of any claims that they may have in accordance with the Crime Victims Compensation Act, for example in the event of a criminal complaint being filed. A standard national information sheet has been drawn up, available in 29 languages, which informs injured parties about their rights and entitlements, including the assistance and the possibilities for compensation that are available. An obligation incumbent on the competent Land authorities to provide advice and information regarding the possibility of victim compensation and the conditions under which it is available is laid down in sections 14 and 15 of Book I of the Social Code.

253. If compensation payments in accordance with the Crime Victims Compensation Act are not applied for even though those affected could claim them, this is usually because the persons affected do not know that these benefits exist. Germany is therefore eager to inform victims of the benefits to which they are entitled.

254. The Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (BMAS) provides information on its website regarding victim compensation
. Both an application form and the brochure entitled “Assistance for Victims of Violent Offences” can be downloaded there. The Länder, which are responsible for implementing the Crime Victims Compensation Act, also provide information on their websites and in corresponding brochures or information sheets.

255. The Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (BMAS) is funding a project which provides victims of acts of violence with fast and uncomplicated information about suitable offers of assistance near them: On behalf of the BMAS, the Centre for Criminology (KrimZ) has created an appropriate database (Online Database for Crime Victims – ODABS), which it updates and expands. The database also contains information regarding victim compensation under the Crime Victims Compensation Act (OEG).
 In addition, KrimZ provides information about the database on social networks, and is making ODABS better known in the medical sector in a Federal Land on a trial basis.
256. If injured persons seek medical assistance, they are made aware of the Crime Victims Compensation Act by the medical staff – provided that this professional group is aware of victim compensation. This has indeed been confirmed by a study commissioned by the BMAS. It follows from this that – in addition to the police – the main access point to the out-patient trauma clinics was via doctors, therapists and hospitals. Patients in the out-patient trauma clinics were made aware of the possibility to lodge an application under the Crime Victims Compensation Act, which they then completed together with the therapist.
257. There are numerous (non-governmental) assistance organisations to which victims can turn after an act of violence and which then provide them with information about the possibility of victim compensation.
258. Baden-Württemberg has a dense network of victim counselling centres which are listed on a website as far as they are known.

259. In Lower Saxony, there is the Lower Saxony Victim Assistance Foundation in the shape of a foundation under civil law. The purpose of the foundation is to provide advice and assistance to victims of crime and their relatives outside the scope of the statutory benefits and beyond the assistance provided by other victim support facilities. There are currently 30 victim helpers available throughout the Land, with eleven established victim support offices. A special website provides information on the topic of “Victim protection and children’s rights”.
 

260. In Schleswig-Holstein, the Land-wide out-patient trauma clinics for instance are also open to children and juveniles; some of them specialise in treating children and juveniles. Parents are involved wherever necessary and appropriate. Cooperation with victim protection in the justice and police sectors is working well.
261. Reference is made to section 10d with regard to further training opportunities for individuals who are responsible for counselling affected children.
f) Measures adopted to protect children who have been victims and/or witnesses of the practices prohibited under the Optional Protocol during all stages of the criminal justice process
Protective measures for affected children; protective measures in the system of criminal law.

262. It is already possible under German law to refrain from criminally prosecuting children who have committed an offence under the Criminal Code if, at the same time, they have become victims of offences in accordance with the Optional Protocol.
263. An offence committed under duress may be exempt from punishment in accordance with the rules on duress (section 35 of the Criminal Code). In addition, such coercion can also lead, beyond such duress, to dispensing with prosecution and preferment of public charges because the offender’s guilt is negligible (sections 153 subsection (1) and 153a subsection (1) of the Code of Criminal Procedure [StPO]) or the court proceedings are terminated (sections 153 subsection (2) and 153a subsection (2) of the Code of Criminal Procedure). Victims of coercion in particular are furthermore allowed for via section 154c of the Code of Criminal Procedure, in particular subsection (2) of this section: If the victim of coercion, blackmail or human trafficking (sections 240, 253 and 232 of the Criminal Code) files charges in respect of such offences, and if as a result a misdemeanour committed by the victim comes to light, the public prosecution office may, in accordance with this provision, dispense with prosecution of the misdemeanour unless expiation is imperative because of the seriousness of the offence.
Youth Courts Act (Jugendgerichtsgesetz)
264. The special criminal law relating to young people applies in Germany to victims of human trafficking who were under 18 at the time of the offence of which they were accused, often also to people who were older, but not yet 21, at the time of the offence (sections 1 and 105 of the Youth Courts Act – Jugendgerichtsgesetz – JGG).
265. The Youth Courts Law (Jugendgerichtsgesetz –JGG) offers young people further possibilities for the completion of proceedings by way of “diversion” (sections 45 and 47 of the Law) if no further educational need is deemed to exist and prosecution is not considered necessary on the basis of the alleged criminal offences and personal situation. Criminal law relating to young people is orientated primarily in line with the educational concept  (section 2 subsection (1) of the Law). Even if the general provisions such as section 35 of the Criminal Code and the general regulations on discontinuation do not apply, criminal law relating to young people must take into account a constellation in which the accused criminal offence is not based on a misdevelopment, but on the particular predicament of the accused young person caused by human trafficking. Special youth public prosecutors have jurisdiction to hear juvenile criminal proceedings (sections 33 et seqq. of the Youth Courts Law), who, in accordance with the Youth Courts Law, must have a special qualification for cases involving juveniles (section 37 of the Law). The judiciary is supported by a special youth welfare social service, the “youth courts assistance service” in the identification and evaluation of the individual’s personal life and development (sections 38 and 43 of the Youth Courts Law).

Further measures to protect victims’ rights 
266. The Federal Government continues to actively advocate for the exercise and improvement of the rights of victims in criminal proceedings. Especially in the case of children and juveniles who have been victims of sexual violence or exploitation, the strains associated with criminal proceedings must be kept to a minimum. In order to protect children from stressful multiple examinations, in accordance with sections 58 and 255a of the Code of Criminal Procedure (StPO), a visual recording of a previous judicial examination can be played in the trial, thus obviating the need to re-examine victim witnesses.

267. The rights of child victims in particular have recently been further enhanced in criminal proceedings through the 3rd Act Reforming the Rights of Victims in Criminal Proceedings (3. Gesetz zur Stärkung der Opferrechte im Strafverfahren – 3. ORRG), which came into force in December 2015. A further milestone has been placed with the legal anchoring of psychosocial proceedings support (section 406g of the Code of Criminal Procedure). The 3rd Act Reforming the Rights of Victims in Criminal Proceedings provides children and juveniles who have been victims of violent and sexual offences with a legal entitlement to free professional assistance at all stages of the criminal proceedings. The group of individuals who are entitled to receive psychosocial proceedings support is identical to the group of individuals who are entitled to be appointed legal counsel at the expense of the State, irrespective of their own income and financial circumstances (“attorney for the victim”, section 397a subsection (1) of the Code of Criminal Procedure).

268. Psychosocial proceedings support is a particularly intensive form of counselling before, during and after the main hearing. It includes qualified guidance, provision of information and support in criminal proceedings. Assistance can be granted in a targeted manner through proceedings support, e.g. therapeutic or psychological assistance or legal counsel. This is primarily intended to reduce the individual strain on the victims. Especially children and juveniles who have been victims of serious violent and sexual offences are entitled to psychosocial proceedings support.

269. It is also important to inform victims of their rights, for example by means of the “Victim information sheet” (cf. section 10e). A detailed description of the victims’ rights can be found in the OpferFibel (Guidebook for victims), and the brochure entitled “I have rights” is available especially for children and juveniles. These materials as well as information on psychosocial proceedings support, including a flyer in seven different languages, are available online.

270. Free socio-educational care for witnesses provided at Hamburg Regional Court for every child who has been a victim of a crime takes care of an average of 140 children and juveniles per year. On being summonsed, all witnesses of a court hearing or their legal guardians receive appropriate information about this service. This form of care is a client-centred, solution-orientated, self-empowering method to prevent secondary victimisation and the transition from secondary to tertiary victimisation.
271. In Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, building on the concept of the Land Government to combat human trafficking and forced prostitution of 2006, a cooperation agreement on the protection of victim-witnesses of human trafficking was signed in 2011 between the police, public prosecution offices and a specialist counselling centre for victims of forced prostitution and human trafficking. There are supplementary internal police regulations in the shape of an administrative regulation. Since 2012, victim protection officers have been appointed in all police stations, police headquarters, criminal police stations, the Land Criminal Police Office, the Land Stand-by Service Police Office and the Land Water Police Office.
272. A model has been developed in Lower Saxony on the basis of section 255a subsection (2) of the Code of Criminal Procedure according to which child victim-witnesses of sexual offences are questioned by judges as early as in the investigation proceedings, and the examination is recorded by audio-visual means. The video can then be introduced into the trial, and it is usually not necessary to hear the witness again. This procedure has made it possible to avoid multiple examinations, and the prompt examination resulted in an increase in offenders’ willingness to confess.
273. In Rhineland-Palatinate, the Land Ordinance on the Recognition of Basic or Further Training in Psychosocial Proceedings Support in Criminal Proceedings, which is to be issued by the Länder in accordance with section 4 of the Act on Psychosocial Proceedings Support in Criminal Proceedings (Gesetz über die psychosoziale Prozessbegleitung im Strafverfahren – PsychPbG), regulates the requirements for the recognition of further training in psychosocial proceedings support. The Ordinance of 5 December 2016 (Law and Ordinance Gazette [GVBl.] p. 592), which entered into force on 1 January 2017, provides that appropriate further training must include special rights for children and juveniles in criminal proceedings, knowledge of specific groups of victims, including children and juveniles, and from the field of psychology and traumatology, as well as target group-specific stress factors for witnesses in criminal proceedings and trauma and trauma treatment. The recognised psychosocial proceedings counsellors take care that they receive regular further training on their own responsibility (section 3 subsection (5) of the Act on Psychosocial Procedural Support in Criminal Proceedings). Rhineland-Palatinate has also set up special witness rooms and witness contacts at all courts where witnesses, and child witnesses in particular, are cared for during criminal proceedings.
274. In Schleswig-Holstein, in parallel with the implementation of the provisions of federal law at Land level, numerous measures have been taken (distribution of a new flyer, regional meetings in the districts of the Regional Court) to make the offer of psychosocial proceedings support at the levels of the police, the public prosecution office and the courts known for the first time, or to serve as an appropriate reminder.
Advisory services.

275. Reference is made to sections 3d (entitlement to advice in accordance with Book VIII of the Social Code) and 5f (helplines) of the report.

g) Efforts to promote international cooperation and coordination concerning the prevention, detection, investigation, prosecution and punishment of the offences covered by the Optional Protocol
276. Germany ratified the Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse on 1 June 2016. The Federal Government is also committed to children’s rights within the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), and supports the OSCE’s activities in this area.

h) International cooperation, including bilateral aid and technical assistance
277. Section 1e of the report deals in more detail with children’s rights in German development cooperation.
11. Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict
a) Implementation of the recommendations in the Committee’s previous concluding observations under the Optional Protocol
278. Germany’s recruitment practice is fully compliant with the obligations into which it entered under international law. Service with the Bundeswehr in Germany is only rendered on a voluntary basis. When depositing the instrument of ratification, Germany declared that it regards a minimum age of 17 as binding within the meaning of art. 3 para. 2 of the Optional Protocol for the commencement of voluntary service in its armed forces.

279. Given the minimum age of 17 for joining the Bundeswehr, the main target group for recruitment activities is defined as persons aged between 17 and 30 as a matter of principle. Youth marketing activities do not pursue any personnel advertising objectives according to the definition of recruiting to the Bundeswehr. In fact, they aim to provide interested young people with general first information about the Bundeswehr and to reduce fear of contact. No special advertising campaigns aimed at children are carried out for the German armed forces.

280. The total number of under-18s entering the Bundeswehr per year rose from 1,202 in 2012 to 2,128 in 2017. The vast majority of minors are male. Further details can be found in Annex 2.

281. The Federal Government has significantly expanded its transparency regarding decisions on arms exports. In addition to the annual arms export reports, the Federal Government has been submitting interim reports on its export policy for conventional arms since October 2014. In addition, the final approval decisions of the Federal Security Council are regularly disclosed very promptly to the German Bundestag’s Committee on Economic Affairs.

282. The Federal Government pursues a restrictive, responsible arms export policy. The Federal Government decides on the granting of licences for arms exports on a case-by-case basis and in the light of the respective situation, after careful consideration, and taking foreign and security policy considerations into account. This is based on the legal stipulations contained in the Act Governing Control of Weapons of War (Gesetz über die Kontrolle von Kriegswaffen), in the Foreign Trade and Payments Act (Außenwirtschaftsgesetz), and in the Foreign Trade and Payments Ordinance (Außenwirtschaftsverordnung), as well as in the “Political principles of the Federal Government on the export of weapons of war and other military equipment” from 2000, the “Council Common Position of 8 December 2008 defining common rules governing control of exports of military technology and equipment” (“Common Position”), and the Arms Trade Treaty. Particular importance is attached to respect for human rights in the recipient country. If there is sufficient suspicion that the arms to be supplied are being misused for internal repression or other persistent and systematic human rights violations, approval will not be granted as a matter of principle. On the basis of the Guide to the “Common Position” that is binding on the EU Member States in accordance with art. 29 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU), it is to be considered when examining Criterion 2 (“Respect for human rights in the country of final destination as well as respect by that country of international humanitarian law”, amongst other things, whether a minimum age for recruitment to (voluntary and compulsory) military service has been established in the recipient country and legal measures have been taken to prohibit and punish the recruitment of children and their deployment in hostilities.

b) The minimum age for military conscription
283. There has been no compulsory obligation to serve in the armed forces in Germany since compulsory military service was suspended.

c) The minimum age for voluntary enlistment
284. The minimum age for enlistment to serve voluntarily in the armed forces is 17.

d) Any major developments concerning legal and policy measures taken towards the implementation of the Optional Protocol, and whether jurisdiction over such crimes has been exercised, including extraterritorially
285. The protection of children worldwide has been an integral part of the Federal Government’s policy for many years. Germany is committed – also within the UN framework – to ensuring that children are better protected in armed conflicts, e.g. by supporting and reinforcing the “Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism” provided for by UN Security Council Resolution 1612. Germany is working closely with the mandate of the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict. Including during its non-permanent membership of the UN Security Council 2019-2020, Germany will endeavour to keep the protection of children in armed conflicts on the international agenda and to advance the issue.

286. The Federal Foreign Office has seconded an advisor on UN Security Council Resolution 1612 to NATO’s Resolute Support Afghanistan mission in 2016-2017. Germany endorsed the Vancouver Principles on Peacekeeping and the Prevention of the Recruitment and Use of Child Soldiers in 2017, and it endorsed the Safe Schools Declaration on 22 May 2018.

e) Information on whether children have directly taken part in hostilities
287. The participation of minors in armed conflicts in which the Bundeswehr is involved is ruled out.

f) Measures taken to provide for the physical and psychological recovery of children who have been recruited or used in hostilities, through, inter alia, technical cooperation and financial assistance
288. The Federal Government aims to help former child soldiers find their way back into a normal life and to give them prospects for the future. It is therefore supporting various measures to reintegrate former child soldiers into their families and into the village community. 
289. The UN campaign against the recruitment of children by state armed forces “Children, not Soldiers”, which was launched by the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict together with UNICEF, received financial support from the Federal Government during the period under report.

290. The Federal Foreign Office has promoted projects to support and reintegrate former child soldiers as part of its humanitarian assistance: The following project components, amongst others, are supported via UNICEF: psychosocial care for children and juveniles who either had to fight themselves or were victims of the fighting, reunification with families, information on coping strategies for (sexual) violence, and training for (vocational) reintegration.

291. The protection of children’s rights continues to be one of the thematic priorities of the Federal Foreign Office’s project work in the area of human rights. For example, local projects were supported to train former child soldiers in Nepal (2017) or to educate the authorities to prevent and curb the recruitment of child soldiers by armed forces in Yemen (2014).

292. In addition, the Federal Foreign Office, together with the Center for International Peace Operations (ZIF), conducted a workshop on 12-13 February 2018 on the Security Council’s Agendas on children and armed conflicts, and women, peace and security, as it had done in previous years. The workshop aimed to promote the implementation of the two Agendas through multilateral and regional organisations, as well as Disarmament, Demobilisation and Reintegration (DDR) programmes, and to provide a platform for discussion on best practices, challenges and next steps.

293. By paying into the UN Post-Conflict Trust Fund for Colombia, the Federal Foreign Office supports two projects in Colombia, one of which provides intensive support to 89 children from the ranks of the “Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia” (FARC), and organises their departure from the FARC camps. The aim of the second project is to avoid new recruitment and exploitation of juveniles and children by armed groups. The project includes in particular measures that are tailored to the needs of the juveniles by providing suitable infrastructure.

294. The Federal Foreign Office cooperates in the Democratic Republic of Congo with Protection through Education RET (Refugee Education Trust International). The project will implement awareness-raising and capacity-building activities for local youth associations to prevent children and juveniles from being recruited by armed groups. In addition, conflict management activities are implemented through a comprehensive support and reintegration programme for ex-combatants (not exclusively child soldiers). The aim of the project is to stabilise the community through the sustainable reintegration of ex-combatants and support programmes for vulnerable juveniles.
g) Whether child asylum seekers and migrants are screened in order to identify children affected by armed conflict, adequate assistance for identified children
295. Reference is made to section 9a of the report.
h) Whether children have been charged for war crimes committed while they were recruited or used in hostilities.
296. The Federal Government is not aware of any such case.

List of abbreviations used in the report and annex 1
ADHD and ADD 
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder

ADS
Federal Anti-Discrimination Agency (Antidiskriminierungsstelle des Bundes)

AGJ
Working Party for Child and Youth Welfare (Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Kinder- und Jugendhilfe)

AHaftRL
Detention Pending Deportation Guidelines (Abschiebungshaftrichtlinien)

AJS
Working Party on Child and Youth Protection (Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Kinder- und Jugendhilfe)

AsylG 


Asylum Act (Asylgesetz)

AufenthG

Residence Act (Aufenthaltsgesetz)
AUG 


Foreign Maintenance Act

AVBayKiBiG
Ordinance on the Implementation of the Bavarian Child Education and Care Act (Verordnung zur Ausführung des Bayerischen Kinderbildungs- und Betreuungsgesetzes)

AWO


German National Society for Worker Welfare (Arbeiterwohlfahrt)

BAGLJÄ 
Federal Association of Land Youth Welfare Offices (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft der Landesjugendämter)

BAMF
Federal Office for Migration and Refugees (Bundesamt für Migration und Flüchtlinge)

BayKiBiG 
Bavarian Child Education and Care Act (Bayerisches Kinderbildungs- und Betreuungsgesetz)
BbgKVerf 
Brandenburg Municipal Code (Kommunalverfassung des Landes Brandenburg)
BBP 
Berlin Education Programme for Day Care Centres and In-Home Child Day Care (Berliner Bildungsprogramm für Kitas und Kindertagespflege)

BestG NRW 
Act on Cemeteries and Funerals (Gesetz über das Friedhofs- und Bestattungswesen)

BezVG 

District Administration Act (Bezirksverwaltungsgesetz)

BGB 


Civil Code (Bürgerliches Gesetzbuch)
BISS 


Education through Language and Writing

BKiSchG 

Federal Child Protection Act (Bundeskinderschutzgesetz)
BKSF 


Federal Coordination of Specialised Counselling 

BMAS 
Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für Arbeit und Soziales)
BMEL 

Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture

BMFSFJ 
Federal Ministry of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend)

BMG 


Federal Ministry of Health (Bundesministerium für Gesundheit)

BMI 
Federal Ministry of the Interior, Building and Community (Bundesministerium des Innern, für Bau und Heimat)

BMZ 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung)
BpB 
Federal Agency for Civic Education (Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung)

BT-Drs. 

Bundestag printed paper

BTHG 

Federal Participation Act
BZgA 
Federal Centre for Health Education (Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung)
CAHENF 
Comité ad hoc pour les droits de l’enfant (Ad hoc Committee for the Rights of the Child)
Coalition Agreement 
Coalition Agreement between the Governing Parties for the 19th Legislative Period

Common Position
Council Common Position 8 December 2008 defining common rules governing control of exports of military technology and equipment

DGE


Deutsche Gesellschaft für Ernährung e. V. (German Nutrition Society)

DGPPN 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Psychiatrie und Psychotherapie, Psychosomatik und Nervenheilkunde e.V. (German Association for Psychiatry and Psychotherapy, Psychosomatics and Neurology)

DIMR


German Institute for Human Rights

DJI


German Youth Institute (Deutsches Jugendinstitut)

DKHW 

Children’s Charity Germany (Deutsches Kinderhilfswerk)

DKJS 
German Children and Youth Foundation (Deutsche Kinder- und Jugendstiftung)

DKSB 


German Child Protection Association (Deutscher Kinderschutzbund)
EASO 


European Asylum Support Office

EIGE 


European Institute for Gender Equality

EHS 


Sexual Abuse – Supplementary Assistance System

ESF 


European Social Fund
ETC 


European Training Curriculum

e. V. 


registered association

EVZ 


Remembrance, Responsibility and Future Foundation
FamFG 

Act on Procedure in Family Matters and Non-Contentious Matters
FARC 
Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia)

FGM 


Female Genital Mutilation
FHöVPR 
University of Applied Sciences for Public Administration, Police and Judicial Administration (Fachhochschule für öffentliche Verwaltung, Polizei und Rechtspflege)

FörMig 

Support for children and juveniles with a migration background

FÖV 


German Research Institute for Public Administration

GemO BW 

Baden-Württemberg Municipal Code (Gemeindeordnung)

GemO RP 

Rhineland-Palatinate Municipal Code (Gemeindeordnung)
GewO


Trade Regulation Act
GG 


Basic Law

GO NRW 

North Rhine-Westphalia Municipal Code (Gemeindeordnung)

GO SH 

Schleswig-Holstein Municipal Code (Gemeindeordnung)
Gute-KiTa-Gesetz 
Act on the Extension of Quality and Participation in Child Day Care

HessJStVollzG 
Hesse Juvenile Prison Act (Hessisches Jugendstrafvollzugsgesetz)

HGO 


Hesse Municipal Code (Gemeindeordnung)

HKJGB 
Hesse Child and Youth Welfare Code (Hessisches Kinder- und Jugendhilfegesetzbuch)

HmbStVollzG 
Hamburg Prison Act (Hamburgisches Strafvollzugsgesetz)

HmbPsychKG 
Hamburg Act on Aids and Protective Measures in the Case of Mental Illnesses (Gesetz über Hilfen und Schutzmaßnahmen bei psychischen Krankheiten)

HStVollzG 

Hesse Prison Act (Hessisches Strafvollzugsgesetz)

HSVVollzG 
Hesse Preventive Detention Act (Hessisches Sicherungsverwahrungsvollzugsgesetz)

HUVollzG 
Hesse Remand Detention Act (Hessisches Untersuchungshaftvollzugsgesetz)

ILO 


International Labour Organisation

IGG NRW 
North Rhine-Westphalia Inclusion Principles Act (Inklusionsgrundsätzegesetz)
IPEC 


Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour

IRG 


Act on International Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters 

JAVollzG 
Act on the Enforcement of Juvenile Detention in Schleswig-Holstein (Gesetz über den Vollzug des Jugendarrests in Schleswig-Holstein)

JGG 


Youth Courts Act (Jugendgerichtsgesetz)
JMStV 

Interstate Agreement on the Protection of Minors in the Media

JStVollzG Bln 
Berlin Youth Prison Act (Jugendstrafvollzugsgesetz Berlin)

JStVollzG SH 
Schleswig-Holstein Youth Prison Act (Jugendstrafvollzugsgesetz Schleswig-Holstein)

JuFöG 
Schleswig-Holstein Youth Promotion Act (Jugendförderungsgesetz Schleswig-Holstein)
JuSchG 

Youth Protection Act 
KiBiz 


Children’s Education Act (Kinderbildungsgesetz)

KiföG MV 
Mecklenburg Western Pomerania Children’s Promotion Act (Kinderförderungsgesetz)
KiGGS 

study on children’s and juveniles’ health in Germany

KindRG 

Law of Parent and Child Reform Act

KiKa 


Children’s channel run by the ARD and ZDF television stations

KiTaG 
Schleswig-Holstein Child Day Care Centres Act (Kindertagesstättengesetz Schleswig-Holstein)

KJAP 


Children and Youth Action Plan (Kinder- und Jugendaktionsplan)

KJFÖG NW 
North Rhine-Westphalia Children and Youth Promotion Act (Kinder- und Jugendförderungsgesetz Nordrhein-Westfalen)

KKG 
Act on Cooperation and Information in Child Protection (Gesetz zur Kooperation und Information im Kinderschutz)
KMK 
Standing Conference of Ministers of Education and Culture of the Länder in the Federal Republic of Germany
KrimZ 

Centre for Criminology (Kriminologische Zentralstelle e.V.)

LehrBG 

Schleswig Holstein Teacher Training Act (Lehrkräftebildungsgesetz)

LJVollzG 

Land Prison Act (Landesjustizvollzugsgesetz)

LMU 


Ludwig Maximilian University in Munich 

MAGS 
North Rhine-Westphalia Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs (Ministerium für Arbeit, Gesundheit und Soziales des Landes Nordrhein-Westfalen)

MiMi 


With Migrants, for Migrants (Mit Migranten für Migranten)

MSIG 
Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania Ministry of Social Affairs, Integration and Equal Opportunities (Ministerium für Soziales, Integration und Gleichstellung des Landes Mecklenburg-Vorpommern)
NAP 


National Action Plan on Business and Human Rights

NAP 2.0 
Federal Government’s National Action Plan 2.0 on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

NC 
National Coalition Germany – Network for the Implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

NKomVG 
Lower Saxon Prison Act (Niedersächsisches Kommunalverfassungsgesetz)
NQZ 
National Quality Centre for Nutrition in Child Day Care Centres and Schools

NSK 


National Breastfeeding Commission

NZFH 


National Centre for Early Childhood Intervention
ODA 


Official Development Assistance

ODABS
Online Database for Crime Victims

OEG 


Victims Compensation Act (Opferentschädigungsgesetz)
ORRG 

3rd Act Reforming the Rights of Victims in Criminal Proceedings

OSCE


Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe

OWiG


 Act on Regulatory Offences

PDV 


Police Service Regulation (Polizeidienstvorschrift)
PISA 


Programme for International Student Assessment
PrävG


 Prevention Health Care Act

ProPK 
Programme of Police Crime Prevention of the Länder and the Federation (Programm Polizeiliche Kriminalinspektion der Länder und des Bundes)
PStV 


Personenstandsverordnung

PStV 


Civil Status Act
PsychPbG 
Act on Psychosocial Proceedings Support in Criminal Proceedings (Gesetz über die psychosoziale Prozessbegleitung im Strafverfahren)

QHB
Competence-orientated Qualification Manual for In-Home Child Day Care (Kompetenzorientiertes Qualifizierungshandbuch Kindertagespflege)
RKI 


Robert Koch Institute

SächsGemO

Saxon Municipal Code (Sächsische Gemeindeordnung)

SächsStVollzG
Saxon Prison Act (Sächsisches Strafvollzugsgesetz)

SächsJStVollzG
Saxon Youth Prison Act (Sächsisches Jugendstrafvollzugsgesetz)
SchKG 

Act on Assistance to Avoid and Cope with Conflicts in Pregnancy
SchulG

Schleswig-Holstein Schools Act (Schulgesetz)
SchwHiAusbauG 
Act on the Expansion of Assistance for Pregnant Women and on the Regulation of Confidential Birth

SEWOH

“One world – no hunger” special initiative

SFBB
Berlin-Brandenburg Social Educational Training Institute (Sozialpädagogisches Fortbildungsinstitut Berlin-Brandenburg)
SGB I 


Book I of the Social Code – General Part

SGB II 
Book II of the Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Zweites Buch (II)) – Basic security for job seekers

SGB VIII
Book VIII of the Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch (VIII)) – Child and youth welfare

StGB


Criminal Code (Strafgesetzbuch)

StMAS
Bavarian State Ministry for Family Affairs, Labour and Social Affairs (Bayerisches Staatsministerium für Familie, Arbeit und Soziales)

StPO


Code of Criminal Procedure (Strafprozessordnung)

StVollzG

Berlin Prison Act (Strafvollzugsgesetz)

ThürKitaG
Thuringian Child Day Care Act (Thüringer Kindertagesbetreuungsgesetz)

ThürPsychKG
Thuringian Act on the Assistance and Accommodation of People with Psychological Diseases (Gesetz zur Hilfe und Unterbringung psychisch kranker Menschen)

TiK
Trauma education in child day care centres and family centres (Traumapädagogik in Kindertagesstätten und Familienzentren)

UBSKM 
Independent Commissioner for Child Sexual Abuse Issues (Unabhängiger Beauftragter für Fragen des sexuellen Kindesmissbrauchs)

UKE


Hamburg-Eppendorf University Hospital

UNICEF 

United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund
UNHCR 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

VerfBrhv
Constitution of the City of Bremerhaven (Verfassung für die Stadt Bremerhaven)

WHO


World Health Organization
ZANK


Central Contact Point for Cross-border Family Conflicts
� https://soziales.hessen.de/charta


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.kinderrechte.rlp.de"�www.kinderrechte.rlp.de� 


� “Expanding the S-H Children and Youth Action Plan S-H” (2015), as well as “Interim report on the implementation of the continuation and further development of the KJAP” (2016)


��HYPERLINK "http://www.kinderhabenrechtepreis.de"�www.kinderhabenrechtepreis.de�


� The youth migration services, which are promoted by the BMFSFJ, support young people with a migration background, especially during the transition from school to training or a job. 


� https://bep.hessen.de/service/modulangebote/modul-13-kinder-gestalten-mit-kinderrechte-und-partizipation-im-alltag


� https://bep.hessen.de/praxis/modellprojekte-auf-basis-des-bep/kinderrechte-erfolgreich-umsetzen-ein-modellprojekt-f%C3%BCr


� see also: tps://www.kika.de/erwachsene/begleitmaterial/themenschwerpunkte/kinderrechte/hilfreiche-materialien-kinderrechte102.html


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.Kinderrechtepreis.wdr.de"�www.Kinderrechtepreis.wdr.de�. 


� www.fair-at-school.de/page/


�  �HYPERLINK "http://www.meintestgelaende.de"�www.meintestgelaende.de�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.klischeefrei.de"�www.klischeefrei.de�


� para. 69 CRC/C/DEU/3-4.


� e.g. the “Co-determination, youth.participate.now, youth demography dialogue” (MitWirkung, jugend.beteiligen.jetzt, Jugend-Demografie-Dialoge) workshop


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.u18.org"�www.u18.org� 


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.mehr-freiraum-fuer-kinder.de/"�http://www.mehr-freiraum-fuer-kinder.de/� 


� “Successful everyday participation in the home as a seismograph for civil society participation – Results of a survey of juveniles in Bavarian homes on council members and the Landesheimrat”


� �HYPERLINK "https://www.berater-kijuv-hessen.com/"�https://www.berater-kijuv-hessen.com/� 


� https://www.gutes-aufwachsen-mit-medien.de


� �HYPERLINK "https://kinderrechte.digital/"�https://kinderrechte.digital/�


� paras. 122 et seq. CRC/C/DEU/3-4


� �HYPERLINK "http://hessen-u15.html"�http://hessen-u15.html�; �HYPERLINK "https://hessischer-landtag.de/jugend/start"�https://hessischer-landtag.de/jugend/start� 


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.kinderschutz-in-nrw.de"�www.kinderschutz-in-nrw.de� 


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.bagljae.de/empfehlungen/index.php"�http://www.bagljae.de/empfehlungen/index.php� (see publications Nos. 114, 115 and 124)


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.kinderschutz-niedersachsen.de"�www.kinderschutz-niedersachsen.de�


� �HYPERLINK "https://ksl-nrw.de"�https://ksl-nrw.de� 


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.netzwerk-nrw.de"�www.netzwerk-nrw.de� 


� �HYPERLINK "https://www.hilfeportal-missbrauch.de/startseite.html"�https://www.hilfeportal-missbrauch.de/startseite.html� 


� www.save-me-online.de


� www.hilfetelefon.de


� https://www.jugendschutz-thueringen.de/sorgentelefon.html


� �HYPERLINK "https://ksl-nrw.de"�https://ksl-nrw.de� 


� (www.dgeveki-mv.de)


� �HYPERLINK "https://www.kita.nrw.de/fachkraefte-fachberatung/gesundheit"�https://www.kita.nrw.de/fachkraefte-fachberatung/gesundheit�


� �HYPERLINK "https://www.migration-gesundheit.bund.de/de/startseite/"�https://www.migration-gesundheit.bund.de/de/startseite/� 


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.hamburg.de/bkm/rahmenkonzept/3481312/rahmenkonzept-historie/"�www.hamburg.de/bkm/rahmenkonzept/3481312/rahmenkonzept-historie/� 


� �HYPERLINK "https://www.schleswig-holstein.de/DE/Fachinhalte/K/kinderJugendhilfe/Downloads/jugendhilfe_Landesjugendamt_MinderjaehrigeFluechtlinge_Altersfeststellung.html"�https://www.schleswig-holstein.de/DE/Fachinhalte/K/kinderJugendhilfe/Downloads/jugendhilfe_Landesjugendamt_MinderjaehrigeFluechtlinge_Altersfeststellung.html� 


� �HYPERLINK "https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/mindeststandards-zum-schutz-von-gefluechteten-menschen-in-fluechtlingsunterkuenften/117474"�https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/mindeststandards-zum-schutz-von-gefluechteten-menschen-in-fluechtlingsunterkuenften/117474� 


� See also: �HYPERLINK "http://www.gewaltschutz-gu.de"�www.gewaltschutz-gu.de� 


� para. 168 CRC/C/DEU/3-4


� This means that a state must either prosecute suspects who have foreign nationality, or else it must extradite them.


� Reference to First Report


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.polizei-beratung.de"�www.polizei-beratung.de� 


� �HYPERLINK "https://www.schau-hin.info/"�https://www.schau-hin.info/�; �HYPERLINK "https://www.jugend.support/"�https://www.jugend.support/� 


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.fh-guestrow.de/fortbildung/pzf/"�http://www.fh-guestrow.de/fortbildung/pzf/� 


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.nicht-wegsehen.net"��www.nicht-wegsehen.net�


� para. 170 CRC/C/DEU/3-4


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.bmas.de/DE/Themen/Soziale-Sicherung/Soziale-Entschaedigung/Opferentschaedigungsrecht/oeg.html"��http://www.bmas.de/DE/Themen/Soziale-Sicherung/Soziale-Entschaedigung/Opferentschaedigungsrecht/oeg.html�


� e.g. �HYPERLINK "http://www.jum.baden-wuerttemberg.de/pb/,Lde/Startseite/Justiz/Opferschutz+im+Strafrecht"��www.jum.baden-wuerttemberg.de/pb/,Lde/Startseite/Justiz/Opferschutz+im+Strafrecht�


� cf. http://www.odabs.org/informationen/finanzielle-entschaedigung.html


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.jum.baden-wuerttemberg.de/pb/,Lde/Startseite/Justiz/Opferschutz+im+Strafrecht"�www.jum.baden-wuerttemberg.de/pb/,Lde/Startseite/Justiz/Opferschutz+im+Strafrecht�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.opferschutz-niedersachsen.de/nano.cms/kinder-und-jugendliche?sb=kinder"�http://www.opferschutz-niedersachsen.de/nano.cms/kinder-and-jugendliche?sb=kinder� 


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.bmjv.de/opferschutz"��www.bmjv.de/opferschutz�, in the sections “Opferhilfe und Opferschutz im Strafverfahren”, and “psychosoziale Prozessbegleitung”
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